
CREATING A FUTURE
Private land purchase to rapidly protect 

spectacled bears in northern Peru



This region is a global 

biodiversity hotspot, or 

an area with some of the 

highest levels of biodiversity 

in the world. But entire 

ecosystems here are 

seriously threatened by 

a rapid shift to human-

dominated land uses like 

agriculture and mining. 

Through our outreach work 

with rural communities and 

indigenous villages near 

critical wildlife habitat, we 

help improve social and 

economic wellbeing that 

is essential for long-term 

conservation success. Our 

community conservation 

initiatives, field research and 

habitat protection strategy 

form the foundation of our 

conservation model.

Spectacled Bear Conservation (SBC) is a 

Peruvian non-profit organization dedicated 

to protecting spectacled bears and their 

habitat in the tropical Andes of northern Peru. 
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Spectacled bears have 

an extinction risk that is 

accelerating faster than any 

other bear species and any other 

carnivore in South America. 

Despite this, spectacled bears remain the least-

known and studied of the eight bear species due to 

their elusive behavior and the fact that they typically 

inhabit densely vegetated montane cloud forest.  

In 2007, we discovered an endangered spectacled 

bear population surviving at the periphery of the 

species range in the low elevation tropical dry forest 

in northern Peru. This is an unthinkable habitat for 

bears: it is extremely hot with very little rain and sparse 

vegetation. But the dry forest habitat has provided 

SBC with an unparalleled opportunity to observe and 

study bears in the wild. In order to develop effective 

conservation strategies that prevent extinction, 

A Discovery  
for the Species  

we need to understand the mechanisms that drive 

population dynamics (e.g., survival rates, reproductive 

paraments, density) and promote coexistence in a 

human-dominated landscape. 

Following our discovery of this unique population, 

we conducted the first ever observational study on 

spectacled bears. We lived amongst the bears for 

more than 250 days a year for six years documenting 

bear life for the first time in the wild. We discovered 

over 10 active natal den sites and studied the 

environmental requirements needed for successful 

reproduction. Because bears are identifiable by their 

unique facial markings and are easily observed in 

the dry forest, we have now collected 14 years of 

observational data as well as thousands of hours of 

camera trap photos and GPS collar location points. 

This has helped shed light on their ecology, the major 

threats to their survival, and their ability to evolve with 

changing climates. Locally, we use this information 

to find vital habitat that needs protection now and 

in the future. More broadly, this data is increasing 

international capacity for effective conservation of the 

species across South America. 

Now, after years of intensive study, we are 

ready to put our expert knowledge into 

conservation action.

DRY FOREST MONTANE CLOUD FOREST

Every spectacled bear has unique facial markings 

that help us identify individuals,

The dry forest has an open landscape 
where bears are spectacled bears 

are highly visible.

Dense vegetation in the montane cloud 
forest makes it very challenging to 

observe spectacled bears.
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Low elevation feeding sites located at 

the base of the Andes foothills are the 

most critical habitat for survival of this 

bear population. However, these areas 

are also the perfect landscape for 

large scale agriculture. Sapote trees, 

which produce an important fruit for 

bears, have been burned and the land 

cleared to make way for maize crops 

and cattle grazing. Over 50% of these 

key feeding sites have disappeared 

in the last 10 years. Development 

is continuing at an alarming pace 

and most remaining feeding 

sites will be gone within the 

next two years. If this happens, 

extinction of these bears is inevitable.  

Now is the Turning Point 

We must protect vital feeding sites immediately. 

Because feeding areas fall mainly on private land, 

we can rapidly and permanently secure this habitat 

by strategically purchasing key parcels before 

they are developed. Phase 1 of our land purchase 

campaign will protect critical feeding habitat that 

supports 50% of this unique bear population. 

At the same time, we are also working with 

communities and government to protect remaining 

higher elevation bear habitat adjacent to feeding 

areas. These are longer term solutions that will 

complement immediate private land purchases and 

create a protected habitat range for spectacled 

bears. SBC has built strong and collaborative 

working relationships with communities and 

government to ensure the success of these 

initiatives. Our legal director plays a key role in 

this land purchase strategy as a local community 

member with over 20 years of experience in 

property titles and indigenous land rights.

An Opportunity to Change the Future

A rare opportunity is before us. We have developed science-based conservation actions we 

know will work and there is still time to make a difference with a simple solution: private land 

purchase. We need $2.1 million to purchase 2,128 acres of private land over the next two 

years to protect critical habitat and ensure spectacled bears thrive in the wild. 

An Urgent 
Threat to 
Bear Survival
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Tumbes Bears: 
The Key to 
the Species’ 
Survival  

Spectacled bears are a threatened species and the only bear 

in South America. They typically live in montane cloud forests 

high in the Andes mountains from Venezuela to Bolivia. However, 

there is a unique population in northwestern Peru that we refer 

to as the ‘Tumbes bear population’ because it inhabits the highly 

threatened Tumbesian arid tropical ecoregion. 

A deep impassable canyon formed by the Marañón River and the 

Huancabamba depression forms a barrier that naturally separates 

the Tumbes bear population from the main Andes Mountain range 

and core spectacled bear populations. Tumbes bears inhabit 

three distinct ecosystems: low-elevation dry forest, mid-elevation 

montane cloud forest, and high-elevation paramo grasslands 

west of the Andes. The population is considered endangered, and 

a conservation priority, because it is the only spectacled bear 

population inhabiting the low elevation dry forest ecosystem. 

Because of this natural isolation, the bears have adapted to 

survive in an arid environment.  
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The genetic uniqueness 

of the Tumbes bear might 

be the key to the survival 

of all spectacled bears.  

The dry forest is hot and arid 

with little vegetation and bears 

may be genetically adapted 

to survive in this extreme 

ecosystem. As the climate 

continues to change quickly 

with rising temperatures and 

more frequent droughts, most 

species do not have enough 

time to evolve and adapt. 

The genetic characteristics of 

the Tumbes bear population 

will increase the species’ 

adaptability to hotter and drier 

climates. It is imperative that 

we protect them if we are to 

protect all spectacled bears.      
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Tumbes bears inhabit three ecosystems along an 

elevational gradient that are also home to many 

threatened, range-restricted and endemic species 

that do not exist anywhere else on earth. This is 

why these areas are a conservation priority. By 

protecting bears, we are also protecting entire 

ecosystems and precious biodiversity. 

The dry forest is a hot and dry ecosystem with 

rocky, steep terrain and sparse vegetation. It is 

inhabited by more than 190 bird species, 60% 

of them endemic, including the Tumbes tyrant, 

endangered white-winged guan thought to be 

extinct until recently and the only Andean condor 

population that reproduces along the coast 

north of Patagonia. Mammal species include the 

Sechuran fox, Guayaquil squirrel, ocelot, collared 

peccari, anteater, and the jaguarundi, which SBC 

Protecting Tumbes Bears 

Protects Biodiversity 

discovered here in 2016. Endangered algarrobo 

and sapote trees are also found in the dry forest. 

Dense montane cloud forest with persistent low 

cloud cover and heavy rainfall gives way to the 

cold and humid paramo grasslands dominated 

by lichens, moss, and elfin forests. Paramo 

soils absorb water creating small streams and 

important tributaries to the Amazon River. Species 

found in these ecosystems include the critically 

endangered mountain tapir, dwarf brocket deer, 

mountain shrew, and endemic plant species such 

as endangered mountain palms and orchids. 

The La Granja whorltail lizard and the critically 

endangered pristimantis frog are new species 

recently discovered. 
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The main threat for the Tumbes bear 

is the loss of habitat and connectivity 

between small bear populations due to 

deforestation. 

Agriculture, cattle grazing, wildfires, and roads are 

destroying and fragmenting habitat. This leaves 

spectacled bears isolated and unable to reach 

critical feeding areas within their ecosystem and 

unable to move between ecosystems. The lack 

of contact between small bear populations also 

makes inbreeding more prevalent, which reduces 

genetic diversity and makes the bears more 

susceptible to disease.

Spectacled bears face starvation or death if they 

cannot access adequate food sources. This bear 

population will only survive if we can protect and 

enhance access to critical feeding areas. 

Top photo: an emaciated female unable to find food. 

Bottom photo: this lactating female bear died from 

malnutrition leaving her cubs to starve to death.

Major Threat: 
Starving Bears 
Cannot Thrive

SAPOTE OVERO

AGRICULTURE

AGRICULTURE

ROADS

FENCES
WILDFIRES

WILDFIRES

FOOD

Critical feeding areas have 

a high density of calorie-

rich foods like sapote and 

overo trees.

This photo shows prime dry forest habitat 

that is adjacent to a road and agriculture.
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We need strong scientific 

knowledge of a species to make 

sound conservation decisions. 

Our longest monitoring program 

has been focused on the Tumbes 

bear population in the dry forest 

ecosystem. Over the past 14 

years we have monitored close 

to 200 bears and collected more 

than 8,000 observations from 

remote camera trap photos, 

direct field observations and GPS 

collar location data. This has 

yielded the essential information 

we need to understand how 

bears use the landscape and 

identify the conservation actions 

we need to take.

What the 
Science is 
Telling Us  

Our study has shown us how to increase survival rates and 

prevent the extinction of this threatened bear population: 

• protect critical feeding sites

• enhance habitat

• improve connectivity within ecosystems 

The data we have collected over this long period has made it 

possible to conduct a population variability analysis (PVA) to 

identify which factors have the largest effect on population 

growth or decline. The results show that the population 

can be stabilized via an increase in female survival rates 

(which are low due to high rates of starvation) and periodic 

immigration of new bears into the area to reduce the 

detrimental effects of inbreeding.  

The PVA also estimates when the Tumbes dry forest bear 

population will likely go extinct. It has a high probability of 

extinction in less than 20 years if no action is taken. By the 

time people born in 2021 finish high school, these bears 

could be gone. But this only tells part of the story—they may 

disappear much sooner. Scientific models cannot predict the 

dynamic reality on the ground: how quickly remaining habitat is 

developed for agriculture, the severity of wildfires and droughts 

each year, or if the health of the bear population changes. 

Critical feeding sites could be lost within the next two years. 

Purchasing private land parcels to protect and 

enhance critical feeding areas and maintain 

connectivity will give Tumbes bears an increased 

chance at surviving in the wild. When we own 

the land, we can quickly take the science-based 

conservation actions we know will save these bears.
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This photos shows Laura, the first bear studied by SBC, 

passing saliva to her cub Martina to keep her alive. Our logo 

is inspired by this strong connection between mother and cub 

and represents resilience, hope and continuity of the species.  

Laura eased her weary body down onto 

the dusty ground. Her little cub, Martina, 

watched for an instant before ambling 

down the rocky slope and sitting 

expectantly by her side. She could see 

Martina was hungry, and hopeful, but 

Laura had nothing left to give. 

The most important factor for increasing the 

Tumbes bear population’s growth is improving the 

survival rates of females and their cubs. Ensuring 

that bears have enough to eat not only 

prevents them from starving, but also 

ensures that females are healthy enough 

to mate and care for their young. 

Female bears have a better chance at breeding 

and giving birth to cubs when they have healthy 

body weights. Underweight or emaciated females 

are much less likely to mate and if they do breed 

successfully, there is a high probability that their 

cubs will not survive long after birth. Females in 

the dry forest need enough body fat to sustain 

themselves and their cubs through the long dry 

season when food is extremely limited. The only way 

for them to gain enough weight is by having access 

to calorie-rich foods like sapote and overo fruits.

Calorie-rich fruits are a critical food resource for 

spectacled bears. Purchasing private land parcels 

with a high density of fruit trees throughout the 

year is key to ensuring this unique and important 

bear population thrives in the wild.

Giving Bears 
Access to Food 

A Mother’s 
Struggle 

Day after day, with Martina nipping at her heels, 

Laura had trekked through the dry forest to find the 

feeding areas she knew had sapote trees. But with a 

cub to care for, Laura was cautious and more easily 

frightened away by the increased presence of people 

close to the sapote groves. The vast tracts of dry 

forest she once knew were now disrupted by roads, 

fields, and fences, and the sapote trees they could 

reach were dead and burned by wildfire. After months 

of foraging and not finding enough food, Laura was 

unable to lactate and could no longer feed Martina.

This is the sad reality for female spectacled bears 

and cubs; their survival, and the future of the Tumbes 

bear population, is compromised by disappearing 

habitat and food resources. 

We have an opportunity to create a new ending 

to stories like this one about Laura and Martina. 

The strategic purchase of private land to protect 

remaining sapote trees and areas of pristine habitat 

connecting the mountains to the Leche valley will 

secure the food these bears need to survive.
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We work with these different landowners in Peru to protect 

spectacled bear habitat:

• Private landowners: we purchase private land to 

protect critical feeding areas.

• Indigenous communities: we partner with 

communities to create community reserves and 

conservation agreements that protect habitat on 

their communal lands. We provide legal advice to help 

communities gain registered ownership and legally 

protect their land. Through our Forest Guardians 

program, we deliver community-specific conservation 

education and training. At the same time, we train local 

women in our Felti artisan program, which provides an 

alternative livelihood and a sustainable income that 

is unrelated to forest use. Participation in the Felti 

program is an economic incentive for communities to 

protect bear habitat. In early 2021, we partnered with 

the Salas indigenous community to protect 10,000 

acres of habitat. 

• Government: we collaborate with government to 

help manage existing protected areas and create 

new ones. We are in the process of proposing 100,000 

acres of dry forest habitat be designated as ‘Habitat 

Critico’ (critical habitat) because our field data 

confirms the presence of threatened species in Peru 

including spectacled bears and white-winged guans. 

This designation will create a conservation corridor and 

provide a higher level of government protection.

This integrated approach gives us the ability to effectively 

protect and connect large areas of habitat. 

Part of 
the Bigger 
Picture

Almost all critical feeding 

areas are located on 

private land. The only way 

to quickly protect them is 

to buy key land parcels. But 

private land purchase is 

only one part of our habitat 

protection strategy. 

The remaining higher elevation 

bear habitat close to feeding 

areas is also important to 

protect for denning, water, 

winter feeding grounds and 

connectivity. These more 

mountainous areas are not 

attractive for agriculture, so we 

have more time to implement 

initiatives with communities and 

governments to protect habitat.
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HABITAT PROTECTION INITIATIVES IN THE 

NORTHERN TUMBES BEAR DISTRIBUTION

This map shows the location of critical feeding 

areas on private land and community and 

government protection initiatives within 

remaining bear habitat. 

FUTURE PROTECTED HABITAT

Private land purchase combined with government 

initiatives and community-led conservation areas 

will protect the remaining bear habitat and create 

one contiguous habitat range. This will secure 

access to critical feeding areas and connectivity 

between bear populations.
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Artisans creating Felti ornaments that are sold internationally. Meeting with Salas community members to share information on spectacled bears and their habitat.

Salas community leaders visiting SBC’s conservation 
center to discuss the future community reserve. 

SBC trains park guards on field data 
collection to improve wildlife monitoring 

practices in national protected areas.
Children participating in hands-on reforestation 
activities as part of SBC’s Forest Guardians program.

In 2021, SBC 

renewed our 

5-year cooperation 

agreement with 

Peru’s National 

Protected Areas 

authority. In the 

past 5 years, we 

have monitored 

and provided 

information on 

spectacled bears 

and other species 

present in a number 

of protected areas.

18 19



A Land Purchase 
Strategy Inspired 
by Success 

SAPOTE FRUIT PETROGLYPHS NEAR DIBUJOS.

Securing the 
future for 
spectacled 
bears: SBC’s 
first private 
land purchase

Centuries ago, Moche people 

chiselled petroglyphs into the 

walls of a cave located in the 

hot dry forest of northern Peru. 

Fittingly, we call this area Dibujos, 

or “drawings”. Dibujos not only 

boasts an ancient cultural legacy 

that anchored it to the past, it 

also holds the promise of a future 

for spectacled bears. 

In 2021, SBC purchased a key parcel of land in 

Dibujos, which plays a crucial role in the long-term 

survival of its endangered dry forest bear population. 

It’s hard to overstate just how important this area 

is for bears; it is an oasis in a place where food is 

dangerously scarce. Dibujos has a high density of 

sapote trees and a local microclimate that promotes 

the ripening of sapote fruit weeks, and even months, 

before any other area. This area is a lifeline for female 

bears with cubs who are close to starvation and 

desperate for food as the dry winter season ends. 

Importantly, when a female bear gains weight, the 

increase in body fat stimulates her reproductive cycle 

and prepares her for breeding. Without access to 

feeding areas like this, the bears’ natural breeding 

cycle will be disrupted and cub mortality will increase. 

At SBC we have seen over 75% of available feeding 

sites disappear in a little over a decade. Precious 

sapote trees are burned to make way for expanding 

agriculture development. We knew Dibujos was key 

to bear survival, and we were running out of time to 

protect it, so we took action by purchasing privately 

owned land in the valley bottom. 

It took just over a year to close the deal, but now, 

as the landowner, SBC is ensuring that 600 acres 

of critical habitat are permanently protected. Our 

team will install fencing and signage, then maintain 

a presence on the property monitoring bears and 

engaging with neighbors. We are also enhancing 

the natural food supply by planting trees and 

constructing permanent waterholes. Increasing the 

availability of food and water resources will give 

these bears the best chance to breed and to survive. 

While this land parcel is a small part of their larger 

home range, as a vital feeding area it has a big role 

in bear survival. Protecting it exemplifies how private 

land purchase makes a significant and strategic 

conservation impact. 

Our land purchase in Dibujos is just the beginning, 

the first of several critical pieces of land we aim to 

acquire and protect. Parcel by parcel, every acre 

counts to rapidly and permanently secure the future 

of spectacled bears in the wild.

Sapote fruit Petroglyphs near Dibujos

Protecting land is essential for the survival of 

Peru’s endangered dry forest bears. SBC has 

already had success purchasing private land and 

we have extensive experience with conservation 

on private lands. As purchasing land has been 

proven to be highly effective, it is now a key part 

of our strategy to rapidly protect bear habitat 

under threat. 

Starting in 2019 and completing in 2021, we 

partnered with a small group of passionate 

supporters to purchase our first parcel of private 

land. This purchase permanently protects over 

600 acres of prime spectacled bear feeding 

habitat from development and has inspired us to 

expand private land purchase into other areas.  
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Timeframe: 2021-2023 

Montenegro

Approximate land area for purchase: 988 acres 

Conservation value: protects critical feeding 
areas (sapote and overo trees, water) and 
creates habitat connectivity with the mid-high 
elevation Laquipampa National Wildlife Refuge 
protected area.

Estimated cost: $800,000 USD

* Land costs per acre vary with proximity to water in the valley bottom and typically increase annually because of continuing development and                                             
 demand for land.

* Annual land management costs, estimated at approximately $47,000, will be maintained by the SBC operational budget. This includes local ranger     
 salaries, land infrastructure maintenance, field costs and taxes.

Dibujos (remaining private land adjacent to 
SBC-owned parcel)

Approximate land area for purchase:  640 acres 

Conservation value: protects critical feeding 
areas (sapote trees) and creates a buffer 
between habitat and encroaching property 
development. 

Estimated cost: $380,000 USD

Algarrobal

Approximate land area for purchase: 250 acres 

Conservation value: protects critical feeding 
areas (sapote and overo trees, water) and 
the only remaining intact forested area with 
algarrobo trees. 

Estimated cost: $200,000 USD

Pan de Azucar

Approximate land area for purchase: 250 acres 

Conservation value: protects critical feeding 
areas (sapote and overo trees) and creates 
habitat connectivity.

Estimated cost: $500,000 USD

We are projecting a cost of $2.1 million to purchase 2,128 acres of private land over the 

next two years. Direct land purchase totals $1.88 million with associated costs of $247,000. 

Creating a formal protected area takes 

years. This is time we don’t have with 

the fast pace of land development 

threatening remaining dry forest habitat. 

Strategic private land purchases over a 

small area can rapidly protect 50% of the 

Tumbes bear population.

We have identified key parcels of private 

land that we can purchase immediately. 

These parcels have critical food, water, 

and denning resources, or passage 

areas that promote connectivity 

between habitats (Refer to map 

on page 17). To advance quickly as 

possible, we will initiate the purchase 

process as soon as we have the required 

funds for an individual parcel. Our first 

priority is to purchase the remaining 

Dibujos area and Algarobbal followed 

by Pan de Azucar and Montenegro. 

This is a unique opportunity because 

in addition to the already existing 

protected areas, we are also working 

with the government to protect 

available public land and with local 

communities to create community 

reserves. Together with these 

initiatives, private land 

purchase will help link these 

areas to potentially create 

one large habitat range for 

spectacled bears.

PHASE 1 LAND PURCHASE OBJECTIVE  

Immediately protect remaining critical feeding areas that are 

threatened by the fast pace of encroaching agricultural development.   

PHASE 1 LAND PURCHASE COSTS

DESCRIPTION ESTIMATED COST ($USD)

60% of Director of Conservation salary for the two-year period $47,000

Purchase of a dedicated vehicle for land management. $80,000

Installation of infrastructure: fencing, signage and outbuildings to maintain a 
physical presence on each parcel.

$20,000

Reforestation of native dry forest tree species (e.g., sapote) required in some parcels. $15,000

Legal and land registration fees $70,000

Associated costs to establish parcels as government-approved private  
conservation areas

$15,000

TOTAL $247,000

One-time land purchase administration and infrastructure costs (includes all parcels)
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Timeframe:  
2030 and 
beyond

Conservation value: 
secures a significant 
area of habitat 
connectivity within the 
spectacled bear range 
in northern Peru.

Timeframe:  
2024-2030

Conservation value: 
secures productive 
habitat and promotes 
connectivity and 
genetic exchange 
between small bear 
populations within 
the Tumbes bear 
distribution.

PHASE 3 LAND PURCHASE OBJECTIVE 

Protect bear habitat and create conservation corridors beyond the Tumbes population 

towards the Ecuador border. 

Within the next ten years, we will extend our fieldwork beyond the Tumbes population into the core bear distribution 

in the northern Andes. We will explore these areas for potential bear habitat, find opportunities to purchase 

strategic private land parcels, and partner with communities to create local reserves. Creating conservation 

corridors will encourage bears to move within and between montane cloud forest and paramo ecosystems.

PHASE 2 LAND PURCHASE OBJECTIVE  

Protect remaining Tumbes bears’ southern dry forest 

We have conducted extensive field studies to find critical bear habitat in the northern portion of the Tumbes bear 

distribution. We can now apply this knowledge to efficiently identify habitat in other areas. While we are completing 

our short-term land purchase objective in the northern sector, we will continue to extend our field studies northeast 

and to the southern end of the Tumbes bear distribution to locate critical bear habitat. Our aim is to identify and 

purchase private land in the area starting in 2024.

Over the next 25 years we will extend our work north of the Tumbes bear distribution 

towards Ecuador to protect and promote connectivity in high elevation montane 

cloud forest and paramo bear habitat.

Phase 1 objective
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Our Private  

Land Purchase 

Criteria 

Before initiating 

negotiations to purchase 

privately-owned land 

parcels, we ensure we 

are protecting land that 

supports bear survival and 

has undisputed land title: 

a. Land must contain critical spectacled bear habitat.  

 Our field research identifies areas that are suitable for bears   

 based on the land’s connectivity with existing protected areas or  

 other habitat and the availability of critical resources like food,  

 water, and denning areas.  

b. Land must be legally owned with registered land title.   

 We confirm this for every parcel using information from  Peru’s   

 national land title registry.

c. Landowners must be willing to sell and to negotiate a  

 sale price based on fair market value. We engage directly  

 with titled landowners to build a relationship and confirm their   

 interest in selling. 

After Land Is Purchased 

After purchase, we will maintain a long-

term presence in the area and, where 

practical, have these parcels designated as 

private conservation areas by the national 

government. We will build infrastructure 

(fencing, signage, and outbuildings) on each 

parcel that is maintained by dedicated SBC 

land management personnel. Our rangers 

will conduct field studies and reforestation 

activities to replant sapote and overo 

trees, and engage with local communities 

and neighbors to raise awareness of SBC’s 

ownership. We will use information gathered 

from these activities to obtain government 

approval to establish parcels as private 

conservation areas.

SBC’s 
Formula for 
Successful 
Land 
Purchase

Understanding  

Land Rights in Peru 

Land ownership in Peru is complex 

and includes many types of property 

rights. Illegal land trafficking, 

where land is forcefully seized from 

residents and then illegally sold 

at inflated prices, is also a risk 

throughout Peru and in the areas 

where we work. This is more frequent 

on parcels that are not legally 

registered with the government.  We 

manage this risk by securing official 

land titles and working closely with 

communities. As a registered non-

profit organization in Peru, SBC 

can hold property rights and own 

private land. We also have strong 

local relationships and understand 

community dynamics. Our internal 

legal and land conservation experts 

and team members are from the 

local area and have worked with the 

surrounding communities for more 

than 14 years.

We are confident our approach to 

private land ownership will endure 

the frequent political changes in 

Peru. We are buying land for the 

benefit of the community and there 

is no individual beneficiary for the 

land. As a non-profit organization 

with strong community ties we have 

local support.
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Spectacled Bear Conservation Society - Peru 

www.sbc-peru.org

Making a Lasting Impact 

Tumbes bears in northern Peru play 

a unique role in the conservation 

of the species. Not only does 

protecting them and their habitat 

ensure the survival of spectacled 

bears into the future, it also 

preserves incredible biodiversity that 

is essential to life on earth.

Together we can make a difference. 

Investing in private land purchase 

to permanently protect habitat is 

the best way for supporters to make 

the biggest, most immediate, and 

longest lasting impact for highly 

threatened spectacled bears. 

Please consider supporting this 

critical work and ensuring that bears 

and their wild habitat have a future.


