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THIS REPORT IS DEDICATED TO DR. JANE GOODALL, DBE  
AND DR. IAIN DOUGLAS�HAMILTON, CBE, TWO FEARLESS  

PIONEERS WHOSE COMPASSION, CURIOSITY, AND UNSHAKABLE  
HOPE CHANGED HOW THE WORLD SEES WILDLIFE. 

THOUGH WE LOST THESE TWO GIANTS OF CONSERVATION  
IN 2025, THEIR LEGACIES LIVE ON IN THE COUNTLESS  

INDIVIDUALS THEY INSPIRED AND IN THE ANIMALS AND  
LANDSCAPES THEY DEVOTED THEIR LIVES TO PROTECTING.
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In 2025, conservation demanded both urgency and heart, 
and our supporters answered that call in extraordinary ways. 
In the face of unanticipated funding shortfalls, you stood with those on the front 
lines, backing them so that vital work could continue without interruption. Your 
commitment helped conservationists defend our planet’s most vulnerable species 
and critical landscapes on every continent.

This was also a year of profound loss. Our community mourned the passing of two 
irreplaceable conservation heroes: Dr. Jane Goodall, DBE, and Dr. Iain Douglas-
Hamilton, CBE. Their leadership, humility, and unwavering hope shaped our field and 
inspired generations. As we reflect on the legacy they built, we see their spirit of hope 
in our partners who are writing the next chapter of conservation. 

In 2025, the collective impact of those conservation partners was remarkable. 
Together, they expanded thousands of acres of protected areas, improved 
employment and income opportunities for over 25,000 community members living 
alongside wildlife, and made impressive progress in protecting hundreds of species 
from human-wildlife conflict, habitat fragmentation, illegal wildlife tra�cking, and 
other major threats.

In a year defined by both uncertainty and momentum, WCN’s model and our network 
grew stronger. We deployed resources where they were needed most, including 
activating emergency support when US federal funding paused and time was not 
a luxury. We connected conservationists and supporters through meaningful 
exchanges that built trust and accelerated learning across the field. This included 
hosting our second Lion Footprint Forum that brought practitioners together to 
share ideas and strengthen collaboration. We also equipped conservation leaders 
for the long term by investing in people, skills, and organizational health, including 
launching a Rising Wildlife Leaders cohort dedicated to rhinos, in partnership with the 
International Rhino Foundation.

Together, we expanded into new territory, welcoming the African Marine Conservation 
Organization and Hirola Conservation Program as our newest conservation partners 
and launching the Sea Otter Fund, our first marine-focused Wildlife Fund.

This year, donors invested significantly more in WCN, positioning us to deploy more 
funding than ever before. This is a testament to the partnerships we’ve built and 
our donors’ confidence in our ability to identify where their contributions will have 
the greatest impact. Each of these milestones reflects the strength of our network 
and the collective commitment that makes it possible. Thank you for your trust in 
WCN and for helping us build a better future for wildlife. Your support is what keeps 
conservation moving forward steadily, strategically, and with hope. 
 

 
Jean-Gaël Collomb, Ph.D.   Charles Knowles 
Chief Executive O�cer   President and Co-founder

$451M
Amount raised for 
conservation to date

$50.4M
Amount deployed  
for conservation and 
outreach in 2025

92%
Portion of WCN funds  
that supported 
conservation programs

 
  

Rating—along with a 
100% score—WCN 
received from Charity 
Navigator, America’s 
leading independent 
charity evaluator—a top 
ranking amongst wildlife 
conservation nonpro�ts

WCN is an accredited 
charity with the BBB  
Wise Giving Alliance.
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OUR MISSION IN ACTION

Our Programs at a Glance

DEPLOY

DIRECTING RESOURCES  
WHERE THEY MATTER MOST

We channel donor support to 
conservationists and projects with 
the greatest potential for impact. 

Through flexible, multi-year 
funding, and e�cient grantmaking, 

we ensure resources reach the 
field where they are needed most, 
allowing conservation leaders to 

focus on delivering results.

At Wildlife Conservation Network, we believe the most e�ective conservation happens when local  
conservationists are empowered to lead, and supporters are directly connected to their work. Our role is to remove 

barriers on both sides of that partnership so conservation can move faster, further, and with lasting impact.

We employ three integrated strategies defining what makes WCN unique.

ASIA

Hutan
Led by Dr. Marc Ancrenaz & Dr. Isabelle Lackman
Malaysia

Marecet
Led by Dr. Louisa Ponnampalam
Malaysia

Misool Foundation
Led by Virly Yuriken
Indonesia

Saiga Conservation Alliance
Led by Peter Damerell
Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Russia, Uzbekistan

Seratu Aatai
Led by Dr. Nurzhafarina Othman
Malaysia

Snow Leopard Conservancy
Led by Ashleigh Lutz-Nelson
Bhutan, India, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Nepal,  
Pakistan, Russia

LATIN AMERICA

Andean Cat Alliance
Led by Dr. Rocío Palacios
Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Peru

Macaw Recovery Network
Led by Dr. Sam Williams
Costa Rica

MarAlliance
Led by Dr. Rachel Graham
Belize, Honduras, Mexico, Panama

Proyecto Tití
Led by Rosamira Guillen
Colombia

Washu
Led by Felipe Alfonso-Cortes & Nathalia Fuentes
Ecuador

Spectacled Bear Conservation
Led by Alex More & Robyn Appleton
Peru

MULTICONTINENT

Global Penguin Society
Led by Dr. Pablo Borboroglu
Argentina, Chile, New Zealand

Small Wild Cat Conservation Foundation
Led by Dr. Jim Sanderson
Worldwide (Based in the USA)

AFRICA

African Marine Conservation 
Organization
Led by Dr. Aristide Takoukam Kamla
Cameroon

Cheetah Conservation Botswana
Led by Rebecca Klein
Botswana

Cheetah Conservation Fund
Led by Dr. Laurie Marker
Namibia

Conservation Through Public Health
Led by Dr. Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka
Uganda

Ethiopian Wolf Conservation 
Program
Led by Dr. Claudio Sillero
Ethiopia

Ewaso Lions
Led by Dr. Shivani Bhalla & Jeneria Lekilelei
Kenya

Grevy’s Zebra Trust
Led by Peter Lalampaa
Kenya

Hirola Conservation Program
Led by Dr. Abdullahi Ali
Kenya

Niassa Lion Project
Led by Agostinho Jorge, Dr. Colleen Begg,  
& Keith Begg
Mozambique

Okapi Conservation Project
Led by John Lukas & Rosmarie Ruf
Democratic Republic of the Congo

Painted Dog Conservation
Led by David Kuvawoga & Peter Blinston
Zimbabwe

Rwanda Wildlife Conservation 
Association
Led by Dr. Olivier Nsengimana
Rwanda

Save The Elephants
Led by Frank Pope
Kenya

Small Mammal Conservation 
Organization
Led by Dr. Benneth Obitte & Dr. Iroro Tanshi
Nigeria

WCN identifies the best community-based conservation organizations and invites them to receive in-
depth, ongoing support by joining our Network of Conservation Partners. We provide our Partners with the 
financial resources, tools, and services they need to e�ectively advance solutions for wildlife and people 
to coexist and thrive. All organizations in our Partner Network go through a rigorous vetting process, so 
donors can invest in them with confidence. Here is our full list of WCN Conservation Partners:

WCN PROGRAMS  
PARTNER NETWORK

RISING WILDLIFE  
LEADERS
Training, networking, mentor-
ship, and financial support for 
local conservationists  
during the formative  
stages of their  
careers.

WILDLIFE FUNDS
Investing in impactful projects 
from multiple organizations to 
secure important landscapes 
and protect threatened species 
across their entire range.

PARTNER NETWORK
Long-term, in-depth support 
for vetted conservation 
organizations leading wildlife 
protection in their  
home regions.

Together, these strategies form a seamless model that integrates funding, relationships, and 
resource development while supporting conservationists and donors at every stage of the journey.

CONNECT

BUILDING TRUST�BASED  
RELATIONSHIPS THAT  

POWER CONSERVATION

We build trust-based 
relationships between and among 
conservationists and supporters.  

By creating transparent, 
meaningful exchanges, we give 

donors clear insight into the 
impact of their giving and help 

conservationists gain the visibility, 
credibility, and support to succeed.

EQUIP

STRENGTHENING  
CONSERVATION FOR  

THE LONG�TERM

We invest in people. 
Conservationists receive skills, 
mentorship, and peer networks  
to build resilient organizations, 

while donors gain the knowledge 
and confidence to give  

strategically and with purpose.
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Sea Otter Fund
Sea otters aren’t just impossibly adorable; 
they’re ecosystem engineers. These char-
ismatic marine mammals keep kelp forests 
thriving by controlling sea urchins, thereby 
supporting biodiversity and protecting coast-
lines. Yet sea otters remain absent from much 
of their historical U.S. Pacific Coast range, 
contributing to unbalanced ecosystems. In 
2025, WCN created the Sea Otter Fund, our 
first marine-focused Wildlife Fund, to support 
sea otter recovery along the Pacific coast.

WCN’s Sea Otter Fund is securing a future for 
sea otters by:

 Supporting science, traditional knowledge, 
and technical planning for ecosystem 
restoration 

 Strengthening collaborative decision 
making among NGOs, Tribes, scientists, gov-
ernment agencies, and community leaders 

 Investing in community-led solutions that 
support wildlife and coastal livelihoods

Rising Wildlife 
Leaders: Rhino Cohort
With fewer than 28,000 rhinos remaining, 
the future of all five species depends on 
skilled local practitioners who can lead for 
the long term. In 2025, WCN partnered with 
the International Rhino Foundation to launch 
our first Rising Wildlife Leaders: Careers 
cohort focused entirely on rhino conservation. 
Six conservationists from Indonesia, Kenya, 
Namibia, and Zimbabwe are strengthening 
their leadership to protect rhinos in their home 
countries.

Participants receive:

 Individualized training and career support
 Professional mentorship and guidance
 Peer learning, networking, and shared 
problem-solving

Lion Footprint Forum II
Human-lion coexistence is one of the greatest 
challenges in lion conservation. In 2025, 
WCN’s Lion Recovery Fund convened the 
second Lion Footprint Forum, supported by 
The Walt Disney Company as part of Disney’s 
Mufasa: The Lion King “Protect the Pride” 
campaign. Centered on “People and Lions: 
Reducing the Cost and Unlocking the Value 
of Coexistence,” the forum brought together 
community-based conservation organizations, 
government representatives, and experts to 
share what is working and strengthen coordi-
nation across the field. A total of 95 represen-
tatives from 17 African countries attended.

The forum helped catalyze progress by:

 Building relationships that reduce isolation 
and accelerate learning

 Identifying gaps in where coexistence work 
is happening, and where it is not

 Advancing practical strategies that partici-
pants can carry back to their regions

Welcome to Our 
Network!
In 2025, WCN welcomed two new 
Conservation Partners protecting some truly 
unique and remarkable species. In Cameroon, 
the African Marine Conservation Organization 
(AMCO) protects aquatic wildlife, in partic-
ular the African manatee, and their habitats. 
AMCO strengthens scientific knowledge and 
partners with fishers to advance sustainable 
fisheries and responsible watershed use. 
In Kenya, the Hirola Conservation Program 
safeguards gira�e and the little-known, but 
Critically Endangered, hirola antelope through 
habitat restoration and community-led 
approaches that reduce conflict and support 
coexistence. Together, these Partners expand 
WCN’s reach across land and sea, helping 
protect threatened species while supporting 
the communities that share their landscapes.

Thanks to the support of our community, WCN launched and expanded 
new initiatives in 2025 reaching new ecosystems, elevating local 

leadership, and strengthening collaboration across our Network. Each 
reflects the same promise: when conservationists have the right support, 

wildlife and people can coexist and thrive.

New Initiatives
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Above: Ecuadorian spider monkey in the Mono Araña Reserve. Opposite page, clockwise: Spider monkey habitat in Manabí province, 
coastal region of Ecuador. Landscape deforestation in Manabí province. Washu Reforestation Team in a native tree nursery (L to R, 
Felipe Alfonso-Cortes, Galo Álava, Nathalia Fuentes, and Diego Macias).
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Expanding Hope for 
Ecuadorian Spider Monkeys

Nathalia Fuentes still remembers her first trip to Manabí. Scanning the 
tree tops for Ecuadorian spider monkeys, she found them moving through 

a landscape that demanded risks they were never meant to take. In a region 
where forests had been reduced to scattered islands, these strictly arboreal 
monkeys were forced to descend from the canopy, cross open ground, and 
search for the next stand of trees. Watching them navigate a world carved 
apart by deforestation left a lasting impression on Nathalia. Now, as co-di-
rector of WCN’s Partner organization, Washu, she is giving these monkeys 
a future. With support from WCN’s Shared Landscapes Fund, Washu has 
purchased critical land to reconnect this fragmented forest and keep spider 
monkeys in the tree tops.

The Ecuadorian spider monkey is one of the most endangered primates in the 
world. In western Ecuador, forest loss has left only a small fraction of its orig-
inal habitat, and Manabí remains a patchwork of cattle pastures and steep 
forest fragments. Yet research shows Manabí’s spider monkey population 
is uniquely valuable, a rare example of spider monkeys persisting in a highly 
fragmented landscape, moving between isolated patches in ways that may 
help prevent local extinction.

 
WCN IMPACT

As members of WCN’s Partner 
Network, Washu benefits from 

exposure to a wider network 
of supporters and operational 
improvements that are critical 
for their growth. WCN is proud 

to have supported Washu’s land 
purchase as one of the first 

grants made through WCN’s 
Shared Landscapes Fund.

WCN CONSERVATION PARTNER 
WASHU 
Ecuador

“Conservationists around the world are increasingly looking to prot ect  
natural habitats, and WCN’s Shared Landscapes Fund supports those e�orts. 
Donors supporting these investments in habitat preservation and restoration 

not only help protect individual species but also o�set the e�ects of clima te 
change. I appreciate the discipline and consistency provided by WCN’s review 

and granting process throughout the entire conservationist network.”

LEROY ELKIN | WCN ADVISORY COUNCIL 
WCN Supporter since 2019

In 2022, with support from other organizations, 
Washu began creating a private forest reserve 
in the Manabí area, purchasing 497 acres of the 
“Cabecera del Pambilar” forest fragment. In 
2025, the team expanded protection of this crit-
ical habitat by securing 573 acres of the “Aguas 
Coloradas” forest. This is paired with restoration 
and reforestation planning designed to reconnect 
habitat and reduce risky crossings for wildlife.

Rather than establishing isolated protected areas, 
Washu is safeguarding this critical habitat by cre-
ating a broad conservation landscape stewarded 
by local communities. Washu has worked closely 
with Manabí’s communities since 2016; they are 
a permanent and welcome presence there. Washu 
is implementing a stewardship plan that includes 
community leadership in wildlife monitoring, eco-
logical restoration, and environmental education. 

With support from WCN’s Shared Landscapes 
Fund, Washu has moved from an early, but fragile 
foothold to lasting protection. This support helps 
ensure the land purchase can be completed, and 
the reserve can grow into a safe, connected home 
for spider monkeys. .
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Securing a Future  
for the Kinabatangan 
River

WCN CONSERVATION PARTNERS 
HUTAN + SERATU AATAI 
Malaysian Borneo

At dawn along the Kinabatangan River, the 
forest stirs before the day’s heat settles in. 

Proboscis monkeys leap between trees, elephants 
leave tracks along muddy banks, and fishing boats 
glide past villages that have depended on the river 
for generations. Conservationist Marc Ancrenaz 
knows this unique landscape well; for decades, he 
has protected orangutans here, working hand-
in-hand with the local Orang Sungai community. 
For the Orang Sungai, Kinabatangan is not just a 
landscape; it is home, history, and livelihood woven 
together. For Marc and his team at Hutan, pro-
tecting this landscape has meant proving people 
and wildlife can thrive together—a shared vision 
recognized in 2025 when the Kinabatangan was 
designated a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.

The Kinabatangan floodplain is a critical ecological 
corridor and one of Southeast Asia’s last remaining 
lowland forest passages. Yet this river corridor fac-
es serious challenges. Decades of logging and agri-
cultural expansion have degraded and fragmented 
the landscape, squeezing wildlife into isolated 
forest patches and bringing them into conflict 
with nearby communities. WCN’s Conservation 
Partners Hutan and Seratu Aatai work alongside 
these communities to protect the Kinabatangan’s 
wildlife—Hutan focusing on orangutans, Seratu 
Aatai on Bornean elephants.

In late 2025, Hutan was appointed by the state 
government to work with Seratu Aatai, other 
NGOs, local communities, state agencies, and 
private-sector actors to secure international 
recognition for the Kinabatangan as one of 26 new 
UNESCO Biosphere Reserves. 

Unlike strict nature preserves, biosphere reserves 
are places where people and nature coexist, mod-
els for how communities can live alongside wildlife 
while protecting ecosystems. The Kinabatangan 
floodplain exemplifies this; it’s a biodiversity 
hotspot where coexistence is both critical and 
challenging.

 
WCN IMPACT

As members of WCN’s Partner Network, Hutan 
and Seratu Aatai receive essential resources 

for the sustainable growth of their grassroots 
organizations. When a�ected by US federal funding 
freezes in 2025, WCN’s Emergency Relief Fund was 
instrumental in filling the gap, with donor support 

increasing by more than 50% from 2024.

The Kinabatangan 
floodplain was 
formally approved 
at the 37th Session 
of UNESCO’s Man 
and the Biosphere 
Programme in 
Hangzhou, China.

Clockwise from opposite page: Orangutans, Bornean elephants, broadbill birds, and proboscis 
monkeys are among the many species present in this newly designated UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserve. Aerial view of a fragmented mosaic landscape dominated by oil palm plantations.

Both Hutan and Seratu Aatai have supported this region through years of conser-
vation, habitat restoration, and community engagement. This designation provides 
the platform to bring together regional partners to develop and implement a holistic 
Biosphere Reserve Management Plan supporting habitat connectivity, human–
wildlife coexistence, community-based conservation, and sustainable livelihoods.

The biosphere designation is more than a title. It is a renewed commitment to 
partnership and local leadership, ensuring the river, its wildlife, and its communities 
continue to thrive together for generations to come. .
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Highlights

CONSERVATION 
ACROSS 
LANDSCAPES
In 2025, WCN Partners and grantees advanced landscape-level 
conservation that strengthens critical habitat and protects entire 
ecosystems. From wildlife corridors to protected areas, these wins 
safeguard landscapes at the scale wildlife needs to survive.

WCN’s RHINO RECOVERY FUND (RRF) conducted 
four oversight visits to the Greater Kruger Landscape, 
providing strategic advisory support to one of the largest 
rhino rewilding initiatives. The RRF directly participated 
in the translocation of 34 white rhinos from the African 
Parks Rhino Rewild farm, part of a single month in 
which 170 rhinos were moved, bringing the total to 300 
rewilded into this landscape since 2024. RRF funded the 
translocation component of these moves, contributing 
to one of the largest rewilding rhino moves in South 
Africa in recent times.After years of planning and community 

engagement, SAVE THE ELEPHANTS, in 
partnership with Wyss Academy for Nature, 
helped secure an essential elephant corridor. 
Isiolo County in northern Kenya committed 
to protecting the 93+ miles Oldonyiro 

corridor by incorporating it into its land-use 
development plan, a crucial milestone 

as major elephant migratory 
routes are under threat from 

development.
In key Andean landscapes, 
ANDEAN CAT ALLIANCE 
implemented integrated 

conservation actions that supported 
700+ sq miles of Andean cat 
habitat and directly bene�ted 

more than 90 rural families 
across Argentina and 

Peru.

With support from WCN’s Shared 
Landscapes Fund, SPECTACLED 

BEAR CONSERVATION permanently 
safeguarded 5,000 acres of critical 

spectacled bear habitat in Peru’s 
equatorial dry forest. In this highly 

threatened ecosystem, every 
protected acre strengthens habitat 

connectivity and long-term 
survival for wildlife.

In Patagonia, 
GLOBAL PENGUIN 

SOCIETY helped expand 
a protected area from 
520 to ~3,950 acres, 

safeguarding breeding habitat 
for ~360,000 Magellanic 

penguins in one of the world’s 
most signi�cant penguin colonies 

and setting a legal precedent 
for coastal habitat 

protection.

PROYECTO 
TITÍ restored 
98+ acres of 

land to bring back 
the forest for cotton-
top tamarins, native 

wildlife, and the welfare of 
local communities.

WCN’S CALIFORNIA WILDLIFE PROGRAM advanced 
eight wildlife crossings in priority locations throughout 
California. This included the initiation of regulatory review 
for a new vegetated bridge over Highway 101 in San Benito 
County that will reconnect pumas and other species 
between the Santa Cruz Mountains and the Gabilan Range.

In its inaugural year, the WCN’s SEA OTTER FUND 
grants included developing predictive models to identify 
successful sea otter reintroduction sites along the US 
West Coast.

Thanks to sustained LION RECOVERY FUND support, 
Panthera’s anti-poaching e�orts in Senegal’s Niokolo-
Koba National Park have helped reverse the decline of  
West Africa’s most critical wildlife stronghold, 
growing the lion population from near-extinction (10–15 
individuals) to at least 40 adults, and contributing to 
UNESCO removing the park from its List of World Heritage 
Sites in Danger in 2024.

306,618
sq miles (794,138 sq km) of 
existing habitat managed and 
protected by WCN Partners 
in 2025

547
sq miles (1,417 sq km) of habitat 
expanded, restored, or rehabilitated 
by WCN Partners in 2025

HIROLA CONSERVATION PROGRAM
3,000 treesMACAW RECOVERY NETWORK

2,870 trees

OKAPI 
CONSERVATION 
PROJECT
112,729 trees

CONSERVATION 
THROUGH PUBLIC 
HEALTH
80,000 trees

RWANDA WILDLIFE 
CONSERVATION 
ASSOCIATION
51,000 trees

PROYECTO TITÍ
16,000 trees

SMALL WILD CAT 
CONSERVATION FOUNDATION
12,000 trees This chart represents WCN Partners 

who planted over 1,000 trees in 2025.

MISOOL FOUNDATION’s 
Reef Restoration program 
restored over 1,375 sq miles 
of coral reef in 2025, now 
totaling over 6,600 sq miles  
of reef restored since 2018.
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For conservation organizations worldwide, U.S. federal funding through 
agencies such as USAID and USFWS is critical. It pays rangers’ sala-

ries, fuels patrol vehicles, and supports local communities. When the U.S. 
Department of State and Department of Interior issued stop-work orders on 
foreign assistance in early 2025, the impact was severe. The U.S. was not 
alone, other governments also cut or reduced foreign aid budgets around the 
same time, compounding the crisis for conservation organizations.

Across our network, conservationists suddenly faced di�cult choices 
as carefully planned projects lost critical funding overnight. For many of 
WCN’s partners, this was not just a setback; it was an economic emergency.

But this moment also revealed something powerful.

WCN exists for times like these. When our partners face unexpected 
challenges, we listen and act quickly. Within weeks of the funding freeze, 
WCN activated our Emergency Relief Fund, a flexible safety net that deploys 
resources without delay or unnecessary bureaucracy.

Our community responded with extraordinary generosity,  raising nearly 
$1.8 million in emergency funding. By year’s end, WCN’s emergency 
support had reached 21 organizations.

This response reflects what makes WCN unique. We bring conservationists 
and supporters together in moments that matter. Our donors trust us to act 
decisively, and our partners don’t face uncertainty alone. Even as funding 
challenges persist, this stands as a reminder: when government support 
falters, community commitment endures.

PROTECTING CONSERVATION  
WHEN FEDERAL  
FUNDING STOPPED

38 
number of organizations in 
WCN’s network a�ected by  

US federal funding cuts

$14.2M
estimated minimum amount 

of funding lost for WCN 
partners and grantees

55
percent of a�ected 

organizations that WCN 
granted to thus far, thanks  
to our donors’ generosity* 

*as of December, 2025

The Saiga Funding  
Crisis
Peter Damerell had said no twice. After fifteen years 
on and o� with the Saiga Conservation Alliance 
(SCA)—most recently leading projects on saiga 
trade—he was asked to be SCA’s director. Reluctant 
at first, he finally said yes.

For his first 18 days as director, everything was great. 
Then came the U.S. Department of State’s stop-work 
orders. SCA’s main programs were immediately 
suspended. In just two hours, SCA lost 70% of its 
projected funding for the next three years.

Peter’s thoughts turned to self-blame. He’d been di-
rector for less than a month, and everything seemed 
broken beyond repair. Over the next few months, 
ensuring the organization’s survival took a serious 
toll—no sta� were paid for their full-time work, and 
many took second jobs.

The timing couldn’t have been worse. Kazakhstan’s 
government was initiating a massive state-spon-
sored cull of 800,000 saiga and was discussing 
possibly opening legal saiga horn trade. Additionally, 
the funding cuts threatened SCA’s core projects, 
including critical support for rangers and community 
education. The species had already endured two 
population crashes in the past 30 years, “if the 
whole world pulled out of saiga conservation,” Peter 
realized, “things might go south for the whole species 
at a really rapid rate.”

WCN responded with a grant from our Emergency 
Relief Fund, and several individual donors gave 
directly as well, keeping SCA’s essential pro-
grams alive. Ranger support continued. Community 
outreach survived. It was the kind of flexible, 
unrestricted funding that allowed SCA to pivot as the 
crisis unfolded, and a strong reminder that SCA was 
not alone. 

SCA’s o�cial loss was $314,251. But numbers can’t 
capture what was really lost: sleep, stability, and the 
security of wildlife they’ve spent years protecting. 
They also can’t capture what endured: a team that 
refuses to give up and a network of support that 
meant they didn’t have to.

Fast Support for  
Chinko’s Elephants
When a federal stop-work order threatened to 
halt conservation e�orts, WCN’s Wildlife Funds 
stepped in with emergency funding to protect af-
fected grantees. Loss of U.S. government support 
proved particularly devastating for rainforest ele-
phant strongholds, including Chinko in the Central 
African Republic. Chinko is managed by Elephant 
Crisis Fund (ECF) and Lion Recovery Fund (LRF) 
grantee African Parks, which was at risk of having 
to withdraw protection for sparse, vulnerable 
forest elephant populations living outside the core 
conservation area. In a vast area with roughly 
100 elephants remaining, these small groups 
are critical. The LRF and the ECF’s emergency 
intervention enabled African Parks to continue 
protecting these outlying populations, ensuring 
that hard-won conservation gains wouldn’t be lost 
to this funding crisis. .
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WCN IMPACT

Through the RRF’s flexible funding 
approach and the technical 
expertise of the RRF Director, 
Markus Hofmeyr, WCN has 
supported both black and white 
rhino recovery and reintroduction in 
Gonarezhou National Park.

The transport truck pulled into Gonarezhou National Park with a 3,000 
lb white rhino on board. Inside the park, the boma gate opened, and 

the team moved with steady focus as the rhino was brought into the 
holding enclosure. This rhino was one of 30 that would make the journey 
to Gonarezhou’s vast wilderness. Leading up to this moment were years 
of preparation by the Gonarezhou Conservation Trust (GCT), a grantee of 
WCN’s Rhino Recovery Fund (RRF). GCT had strengthened park security, 
built infrastructure, and trained patrol teams: each step designed to give 
white rhinos the best chance to settle, survive, and reproduce. White rhinos 
have been absent from Gonarezhou for over a century. With careful planning 
and support from the RRF, the park was ready to welcome them back.

Across Africa and Asia, rhinos remain under serious pressure from poaching 
and habitat loss; only 27,000 are left in the wild. Restoring white rhinos 
in Gonarezhou, one of southern Africa’s important protected landscapes, 
helps counter those losses by expanding safe habitat and rebuilding popula-
tions where the species had long been absent. 

White Rhinos Return 
to Gonarezhou

WCN WILDLIFE FUND 
RHINO RECOVERY FUND 
Africa & Asia

The released white rhinos are 
from Malilangwe Conservation 
Trust, who are leaders in black 
and white rhino protection in 
Zimbabwe. By reducing their 
white rhino population, it 
actually allows for the continued 
growth of their population while 
providing founder animals for 
Gonarezhou. This is a win-win 
outcome for rhinos.

In mid-2025, GCT successfully reintroduced 30 white rhinos in Gonarezhou 
using a practical, welfare-first process that included best-practice road 
translocation and acclimation in a secure camp, after hands-on support 
from local workers who built critical infrastructure. The RRF backed the 
initial release and continues to support monitoring to help the population 
establish itself safely.

The early signs are promising. The reintroduced white rhinos are now estab-
lished in the park, and two calves have already been born, a powerful indi-
cator that this landscape can support breeding and population growth. This 
is the momentum the RRF is designed to unlock: urgent action paired with 
long-term protection that keeps rhinos safe as their population recovers.

Establishing a secure population in Gonarezhou expands the species into an 
additional protected landscape, spreading the recovery e�ort across larger 
areas and strengthening long-term resilience. GCT has now re-established 
both black and white rhinos in Gonarezhou with RRF support. That is the 
kind of impact the Rhino Recovery Fund is built to deliver. .

Above: A group of white rhinos. Opposite page: White rhinos being released into the temporary, secure camp 
in Gonarezhou National Park. Aerial monitoring of released white rhinos using telemetry.

“As a millenial, I grew up surrounded by media that encouraged taking care of the 
environment, but struggled to �nd opportunities to make an impact outsi de my 

immediate area. After being introduced to WCN, I found what I was looking for —the 
ability to help conservation from afar while connecting directly with c onservationists 
leading the charge. I am glad I can support WCN �nancially, knowing that in my ow n 

small way I can help preserve the wildlife that I love.”

SANDEEP DEY | VOLUNTEER
WCN Supporter since 2016
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WCN’s Wildlife Funds are a strategic way to protect 
threatened species across their full geographic 
range. By consolidating donor contributions, each 
Fund delivers flexible, low-bureaucracy grants to 
conservationists in the field so they can respond 
to urgent needs and sustain proven strategies. 
In addition to granting, Wildlife Funds have a 
large-scale impact by connecting grantees so they 
can work more e�ectively together and equipping 
conservationists with the resources they need to 
succeed. The challenges wildlife face are deeply 
interconnected across species and landscapes, so 
the Funds create collective impact, accelerating 
recovery beyond what any single e�ort could 
achieve alone.

WCN 
PROGRAMS  
WILDLIFE 
FUNDS

Elephant Crisis  
Fund
Established in 2013 by WCN and Save the 
Elephants, the Elephant Crisis Fund in-
vests in the best initiatives to safeguard 
the future of elephants by supporting 
projects that promote human-elephant 
coexistence, end the ivory crisis, and 
secure elephant landscapes.

Lion Recovery  
Fund
WCN’s Lion Recovery Fund was created 
in 2017 with the vision to double the 
number of lions in Africa by investing in 
e�ective projects that protect lions from 
threats like poaching and conflict with 
humans, and restore the health of their 
landscapes.

Pangolin Crisis  
Fund
Established in 2019 by WCN and Save 
Pangolins, the Pangolin Crisis Fund was 
created to save all eight pangolin species 
from extinction by investing in projects that 
protect pangolins and their habitats, disrupt 
illegal wildlife trade networks, and reduce 
the demand for pangolin scales and meat.

Rhino Recovery  
Fund
Since 2020, WCN’s Rhino Recovery Fund 
has invested in projects designed to stop 
the poaching of all five rhino species, 
disrupt the tra�cking of and demand for 
rhino horn, and help rhino populations 
recover by restoring their habitat and 
reintroducing them to their natural range.

California Wildlife 
Program
WCN’s California Wildlife Program was 
launched in 2021 to invest in impactful 
projects that prevent habitat loss and 
fragmentation, establish safe wildlife 
crossing areas, and e�ectively create 
and manage protected areas for pumas 
and other California wildlife.

Painted Dog  
Fund
Established in 2024 by WCN and the 
Painted Wolf Foundation, the Painted 
Dog Fund invests in projects that protect 
painted dogs, restore their landscapes, 
and reintroduce them to their historic 
range, all with the goal of doubling the 
number of painted dogs in Africa.

Sea Otter  
Fund
WCN’s Sea Otter Fund aims to recover sea 
otters along their historical U.S. Pacific Coast 
range. Building on decades of conservation 
work, the Fund unites NGOs, Tribes, scientists, 
government agencies, and community leaders 
to implement innovative solutions for sea ot-
ter restoration while supporting the priorities 
of coastal communities.
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Simba’s Rise to 
Conservation Leadership 

P ausing beside a newly finished livestock enclosure, Simbarashe “Simba” 
Chatikobo leaned in and listened. No panicked bleats or rustling. Just a 

quiet stillness that told him the design was working. For families living on the 
edge of Zimbabwe’s Matusadona National Park, a secure enclosure can mean 
the di�erence between waking up to a full herd or facing a devastating loss. For 
Simba, these small wins are proof that human-lion coexistence is built one farm 
and one solution at a time. As one of WCN’s Rising Wildlife Leaders, Simba has 
turned that work into a growing conservation career. 

In communities surrounding Matusadona, lions and other carnivores can prey 
on livestock, placing strain on families who rely on goats and cattle for their 
livelihood. When losses occur, frustration can turn into retaliation. At the same 
time, conservationists face their own pressures. The cost of travel, equipment, 
and basic expenses often makes it di�cult to remain in conservation. Not long 
ago, Simba was unsure whether he could a�ord to continue. 

Fortunately, Simba found WCN’s Rising Wildlife Leaders career program, which 
helps conservationists build long-term careers through flexible support, target-
ed training, peer learning, and mentorship. That investment reduced Simba’s 
financial stress and gave him room to grow as a leader.  “If I had not received this 
opportunity when I did, I would not be working in conservation right now,” Simba 
shared. 

In his three years as a Rising Wildlife Leader, Simba built up his practical skills, 
strengthened his confidence, and emerged as a more e�ective conservation-
ist. Today, he has been promoted to Senior Programs O�cer with Wildlife 
Conservation Action (WCA), where his team uses practical coexistence 
strategies, such as elevated livestock enclosures. Their e�orts are paying o�. 
Lion conflict incidents with farmers in WCA’s project area have dropped by more 
than 65% over the last three years.

Simba reflects on his own journey too. “I went from barely clinging to work to 
being seen as a leading conservationist.” Looking ahead, he adds, “When WCN 
looks at our careers in ten years, they should be proud, because they helped 
shape what is possible for me and the rest of the participants.” .

WCN RISING WILDLIFE LEADERS 
CAREERS 
Zimbabwe

 
WCN IMPACT

WCN’s Rising Wildlife Leaders 
career program o�ers 

personalized career support, 
enabling participants like 

Simba to remain working in 
conservation and helping 

them advance their careers at 
critical moments.

“We are inspired by the professionalism, enthusiasm and 
commitment of the Rising Wildlife Leaders. We all love a great 

elephant, wild dog, or pangolin success story, but those successes 
require real work, which these dedicated individuals do. We want 

to support the next generation of these local leaders.”

KAREN AND JIM MINICOZZI
WCN Supporters since 2023

Above: Simba demonstrates 
lion-lights to community members 
—these motion-sensor lights are 
installed around bomas (enclosures) 
and are a low-cost way to protect  
livestock from lions. Left: Simba 
in front of a traditional cattle 
kraal during a monitoring visit in 
Zimbabwe.
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Painted Dog Conservation 
reached 2,020 community 
members through awareness 

campaigns and meetings, 
reinforcing coexistence and 
anti-poaching behaviors that 

support painted dogs and 
their ecosystems.

In 2025, Niassa Lion Project 
supported ten villages with more 

than $42,000 through a conservation 
performance payment program 

designed to support communities 
that monitor wildlife and 
coexist with carnivores.

$5,425,276
Revenue generated for local 
communities by WCN Partners 
in 2025

1,899,605
Individuals provided with 
education opportunities by 
WCN Partners in 2025

26,461
Total number of people 
employed by WCN Partners  
in 2025

Highlights

THRIVING PEOPLE  
AND WILDLIFE
Conservation lasts when it delivers real value to the people who 
share space with wildlife. In 2025, WCN Partners and grantees 
advanced community-led solutions that improved livelihoods, 
health, and local stewardship, strengthening long-term 
protection for species and habitat.

By improving 
community health around 

gorilla habitat, Conservation 
Through Public Health 
reported a drop in human-

related parasitic 
infections among 
gorillas from 6.4% 

(2024) to 3.5% (2025); a healthier 
population contributed to the 
birth of 14 healthy newborn 

gorillas in 2025.

Cheetah Conservation 
Botswana supported the 

launch and early operation of two 
community livelihood centers, 

including training and equipping 230 
artisans, creating conservation-
compatible income opportunities 

tied to sustainable natural 
products and crafts.

In Costa Rica, 
Macaw Recovery 

Network expanded 
its Women Rangers 
program to a second 

community, with local women 
leading plant production and 
restoration management, showing 
how conservation jobs can grow 

local leadership and long-
term habitat recovery.

In Malaysia, MareCet’s Sea, 
Science, and Schools program 

achieved a signi�cant demographic 
shift, successfully extending its reach 
to underprivileged and underserved 

communities, expanding marine 
education and ocean-based 
�eld experiences for 12,841 

community members 
since 2024.

Opposite page: Peruvian 
woman participates 
in Spectacled Bear 

Conservations’ felti  
program, a source of 
alternative income.  

Above: Grevy’s Zebra Trust 
employs local women as 
scouts. Right: Children  
participating in Seratu 

Aatai’s education program.
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Giving African Manatees 
a Second Chance

The question had weighed on Dr. Aristide Kamla for years as he protected 
African manatees in Cameroon’s Lake Ossa.  “We protect the manatee in 

its natural habitat,” he said during a meeting in September 2025, “but what 
if we are presented with a manatee stranded at the shore of a river or a lake. 
What do we do with it?” As president of the African Marine Conservation 
Organization (AMCO), one of WCN’s newest Partners, Aristide has poured his 
energy into protecting this vital landscape, home to one of Central Africa’s 
most important populations of African manatees. But he understood that 
these manatees needed more than habitat protection alone. They needed a 
place to recover from injury or stranding. That understanding drove AMCO 
to reach a historic conservation milestone in 2025: creating Africa’s first 
manatee rehabilitation center.

Lake Ossa is a designated wildlife reserve, yet growing pressures have in-
creased the likelihood that manatees may be injured, weakened, or stranded. 
With conditions in the lake making survival more di�cult, conservationists 
must determine how to help when an individual animal can no longer recover 
on its own. AMCO’s new rehabilitation center is designed as a place of care, 

 
WCN IMPACT

In 2025, WCN included AMCO 
into our Partner Network of 
world-class community-based 
conservationists. With increased 
access to fundraising, training, 
and capacity-building resources 
they get from WCN, AMCO will 
be better equipped to protect 
aquatic wildlife in Central Africa. 

WCN CONSERVATION PARTNER 
AFRICAN MARINE 
CONSERVATION ORGANIZATON 
Cameroon

It is very hard to 
observe manatees in 
the wild as they live 
in murky water. The 

rehab center will give 
local communities the 

opportunity to observe 
wild African manatees.

recovery, and second chances. Scheduled for completion in 2030, it will provide 
emergency support to manatees that are injured or too weak to survive inde-
pendently, returning them to the wild once they recover.

While protecting habitats remains essential, rescue and rehabilitation o�er im-
mediate care when individual animals need help most. Together, these approach-
es create a more complete and compassionate conservation response.

The timing is especially meaningful. In early 2026, AMCO will lead the first live 
capture, tagging, and health assessment of African manatees in Central Africa. 
This landmark e�ort will provide critical health data and inform conservation 
strategies for the species.

Beyond emergency care, the rehabilitation center will also serve as a space for 
learning and research where students, scientists, and local communities can 
deepen their understanding of manatees and freshwater ecosystems.

Through AMCO’s rehabilitation center, Aristide’s long-standing question finally has 
an answer: when a manatee needs help, there is now a place ready to provide it. .

Opposite page: Two African 
manatees, the species at the heart 
of AMCO’s groundbreaking work 
to build Africa’s first manatee 
rehabilitation center. Above top: 
Aristide Takoukam Kamla, AMCO 
Director, at Lake Ossa, Cameroon. 
Above bottom: AMCO team and 
collaborators celebrate the first 
African Manatee Rehabilitation 
Center in Africa.
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Nigeria �nalized its Endangered 
Species Conservation and 
Protection Bill—a signi�cant 
breakthrough, as Nigeria is a major 
exit point for wildlife tra�cked from 
Africa to Asia. The bill strengthens 
penalties, enhances enforcement 
powers, and authorizes courts to 
freeze assets linked to illegal activity. 
The PANGOLIN CRISIS FUND 
supported this initiative for four years 
through partners, the Environmental 
Investigation Agency and Africa 
Nature Investors.
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Highlights

COLLABORATIVE 
CONSERVATION
In 2025, WCN Partners and grantees strengthened the systems behind long-term 
conservation success, including cross-border coordination, improved monitoring, and 
stronger collaboration with communities and government. These e�orts help protect 
wildlife and habitat by improving how teams track threats, share information, and respond.

Elephant Crisis Fund grantee 
African Parks completed two years 
of participatory negotiations with 
surrounding communities and the 
Nyaminyami Rural District Council 
in Zimbabwe to improve human-
wildlife coexistence around 
Matusadona National Park, home 
to approximately 1,000 elephants. 
They’ve developed a new land-
use map delineating farming zones, 
community development sites, and 
wildlife corridors. This collaborative 
approach represents a major step 
forward in reducing con�ict and 
safeguarding long-term elephant 
movement across the landscape.

The Painted Dog Fund worked 
closely with the Lion Recovery 
Fund to support Conservation 
Lower Zambezi in Lower Zambezi 
National Park, Zambia, in instigating a 
monitoring project to assess the status 
of painted dogs and lions. The project 
is aimed at assessing the threats to 
the species, community attitudes, and 
the long-term potential to increase 
painted dog and lion numbers.

MarAlliance formalized a key 
advisory role to support policy 
across four countries, including 
Belize, Honduras, Mexico, and 
Panama, integrating �eld �ndings 
and conservation strategies into 
national management plans to guide 
regional biodiversity protection. 

Seratu Aatai launched Maximus 
Muhibah, a long-term consortium 
that brings together oil palm 
plantations, local communities, 
NGOs, and government agencies 
to strengthen collaboration in 
elephant patrols and human-
elephant con�ict response.

In Nigeria, Small Mammal 
Conservation Organization 
launched ParkBON, a nationwide 
biodiversity monitoring project, 
in six national parks to collect 
essential baseline data on species 
distribution, threats, and activity 
patterns in these protected areas.

Rwanda Wildlife Conservation 
Association expanded 
transboundary crane conservation 
to include Burundi as a new partner 
country. This broadens their ability 
to monitor key wetlands, document 
crane sightings, and engage 
communities in wetland protection 
across shared border regions. 

Highlights

REDUCING CONFLICT, 
CREATING COEXISTENCE
Human-wildlife coexistence can unravel quickly, making it critical to address 
conflicts before they escalate. In 2025, WCN Partners and grantees acted early 
to address conflicts by obtaining information faster, including real-time collar 
alerts, health monitoring, patrol intelligence, and new survey tools.

In the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Okapi Conservation 
Project supported faster threat 
detection through an intelligence 
network of 50 con�dential 
informants, helping improve 
patrol safety and target protection 
where pressure is highest.

Grevy’s Zebra Trust’s �eld teams 
patrolled over 40,000 miles 
of Grevy’s zebra range in Kenya, 
gathering timely information on 
Grevy’s population status, body 
condition, resources, and threats. This 
real-time coverage supports faster 
interventions such as targeted water 
management and veterinary response. 

Ethiopian Wolf Conservation 
Program launched proactive 
vaccination campaigns to stay ahead 
of rabies and canine distemper, 
completing �ve campaigns targeting 
14 packs across three areas, 
vaccinating 40+ wolves and 
�tting 12 GPS collars to better 
monitor pack movements and risk.

In Kenya, Hirola Conservation 
Program (HCP) successfully 
collared an additional seven gira�es, 
providing critical data on 
movement patterns and habitat 
use—particularly where farmer-
gira�e con�ict persists. This data is 
informing HCP’s con�ict mitigation 
programs and proved its value when 
a collared gira�e was tragically 
poached near Modika: an immediate 
mortality alert was triggered, enabling 
rangers to respond swiftly, and, in 
collaboration with the Kenya Wildlife 
Service, arrest three suspects.

Ewaso Lions, in partnership 
with the Kenya Wildlife Service, 
collared three lions, transforming 
how they protect people and 
predators in real time. GPS collars 
send real-time location pings, so 
when a collared lion approaches 
a livestock area, they can 
immediately alert herders, giving 
them time to secure their animals. 
In one month, 11 alerts helped 
prevent 11 potential con�icts.
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WCN PROGRAMS  
RISING WILDLIFE LEADERS

In 2025, WCN’s 
Rising Wildlife 
Leaders programs 
have supported:

362
local 
conservationists

170+
threatened  
species 

60
countries

WILDLIFE’S FUTURE IS BEING SHAPED BY LOCAL CONSERVATIONISTS who know 
their landscapes, cultures, and communities best. WCN’s Rising Wildlife Leaders programs 
back these local leaders with the support that turns potential into lasting impact, including 
mentorship, leadership training, hands-on experience, and a community that grows with 
them. By investing in talented and dedicated people building careers in conservation, we 
are strengthening protection for wildlife and ecosystems for years to come.

SUPPORT AT EVERY STAGE

“The program [Rising 
Wildlife Leaders] opened 

my mind to possibilities  
and helped me believe that I 
have a voice in conservation, 

and that it matters.”

SAZISO MOYO | ZAMBIA
2023 Career Program

The path to a conservation career can be obstructed by barriers—financial limitations, scarce 
learning opportunities, and lack of professional guidance. WCN’s Rising Wildlife Leaders 
programs replace these barriers with stepping stones along the road to success, giving local 
conservationists the best chance at having an impact for wildlife.

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
Helps budding conservationists gain real-life 
experience, mentorship during their formative years, 
and a chance to build their professional networks.

CAREER PROGRAM
Provides multi-year training, mentorship, and  
financial support to early- and mid-career 
conservationists in Africa to help grow their careers. 
In 2025, WCN partnered with the International 
Rhino Foundation to launch our first Rising Wildlife 
Leaders: Careers cohort focused entirely on rhino 
conservation.

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
O�ers graduate-level conservation, veterinary, and Indigenous scholarships to new generations  
of conservationists, supporting their higher education and conservation aspirations.

AMAZONIA PROGRAM
Builds leadership and conservation skills. Fosters 
networking and collaboration among Amazon basin 
conservationists to fuel their long-term careers.

ENTRY LEVELPRE�CAREER MANAGEMENT�EARLY 
LEADERSHIP LEVELASSOCIATE LEVEL LEADERSHIP LEVEL
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To make a gift, scan this  
code with your phone or visit  

wildnet.org/donate

When you designate your donation to a specific  
species, 100% of your donation goes directly to 
support that species.

Ways to Give  
to Wildlife
MONTHLY GIVING
Start a recurring donation to the conservation  
program of your choice. Just select the “Monthly” 
button at donate.wildnet.org

DAFpay OPPORTUNITY 
WCN has adopted DAFpay to make it faster and  
simpler for supporters to give directly from their 
donor-advised fund (DAF). You will see DAFpay  
as an option when you donate online at  
wildnet.org/donate

STOCKS AND SECURITIES
Stock and other appreciated securities are great  
ways to support conservation. For more details, 
contact us at donate@wildnet.org 

PLANNED GIVING
Include WCN in your estate plans to protect wildlife 
for generations to come. Learn more at wildnet.org/
plannedgiving

IRAs
Donating through your IRA is an easy and tax- 
friendly way to support wildlife. For assistance, 
contact us at donate@wildnet.org

MATCHING GIFT OPPORTUNITIES
Take part in matching gift challenges from WCN  
or our Partners. Learn more at wildnet.org/
matchinggifts

WORKPLACE GIVING
Set up a recurring payroll deduction for conservation. 
Contact us at donate@wildnet.org

FUNDRAISE FOR WILDLIFE
Host your own fundraising event to benefit wildlife. 
Learn more at wildnet.org/wildlifechampions

SHOP FOR WILDLIFE
Purchase gifts and other goods whose proceeds go 
toward conservation. Shop at wildnet.org/shop

YOUR SUPPORT  
IN ACTION
Your support turns commitment into action. Every species protected, every habitat 
preserved, and every community strengthened begins with donors like you. When you give 
to WCN or to an organization in our Network, you help conservationists respond to urgent 
threats, sustain long-term solutions, and build a future where wildlife and people can thrive. 
Thank you for being part of the community that makes this work possible.

“Your support has transformed pangolin conservation. 
Together we have taken a once-obscure, endangered 

species and brought it into the global spotlight—mapping 
populations for the �rst time, helping drive legal change in 

Cameroon and Nigeria, reducing demand for pangolin scales 
in Asia, and building new community stewardship models. 

Because of our supporters, pangolins now have a future.”

ARALUEN “AZZA” SCHUNMANN
Director of the Pangolin Crisis Fund

“Thanks to the support of WCN’s Rising Wildlife Leaders 
Amazonia program, my professional growth has accelerated. 
The program has provided me with the tools, network, 
and visibility needed to design and lead more complex 
conservation initiatives, enabling me to have a broader impact 
on conservation e�orts in the Amazon. Thank you to all the 
RWL donors who make this program possible.”

VANIA TEJEDA
2024-2026 Amazonia Program, Peru

“As someone who has dedicated my life to elephant 
conservation, I’ve seen �rsthand that ideas alone are 

never enough—donor support is what turns them into 
action. It funds real protection on the ground, whether 

safeguarding critical habitats, reducing human-elephant 
con�ict, or sustaining long-term conservation e�orts. Just as 

importantly, your support transforms lives, empowering local 
communities to be part of the solution and building a future 
where people and wildlife can coexist. Donor support isn’t 

just a contribution, it’s a catalyst for change.”

DR. NURZHAFARINA “FARINA” OTHMAN
Founder and Director of Seratu Aatai
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STAFF

Nina Attias - Rising Wildlife Leaders Manager- Amazonia
Jasmine Banda - Wildlife Fund Manager- PCF/RRF
Ilona Berlyant - Senior O�ce Administrator
Stephanie Carnow - Senior Director of Marketing and Communications
Ruth Chelimo - Wildlife Fund Manager- LRF
Jean-Gaël “JG” Collomb, Ph.D. - Chief Executive O�cer
Sophie Croen - Senior Community Engagement Manager
Kellyn Dong - Donor Engagement Specialist
Melissa Fenton - Head of Corporate Partnerships
Rachel Fowler - Donor Engagement O�cer
Amy Frankel - Salesforce System Administrator
Laura Gruber - Senior Programs Manager
Miranda Ho�man - Systems Administrator
Markus Hofmeyr, B.V.Sc. - Director, Rhino Recovery Fund
Alice Jones - Chief Financial O�cer
Bwalya Kampamba - Career Program Manager
Charles Knowles - President, Co-founder 
Jennifer Lin - Donor Engagement Coordinator
Peter Lindsey, Ph.D. - Director, Lion Recovery Fund
Shuya Lou - Human Resources Manager
Stephanie McCord - Senior Accountant
Brenna McGuiness - Sta� Accountant
Jen Miller, Ph.D. - Senior Manager, Sea Otter Fund
Erik Ndayishimiye - Programs Coordinator
Zoliswa “Zoe” Nhleko, Ph.D. - Senior Programs Manager
Medelin Osejo - Events Specialist
Janel Padaoan - Marketing Coordinator
Rebecca Patton - Vice President and Board Director 
Sanaa Payge - Impact Analyst
Pauline Russell - Senior Manager, Development Operations
Amy Schroth - Controller
Araluen “Azza” Schunmann - Director, Pangolin Crisis Fund
Neal Sharma - Director, California Wildlife Program
Tommy Sheridan - Senior Manager, Partner Network
Becca Stievater - Senior Grants Manager
Abby Sun - Marketing and Communications Manager
Paul Thomson - Chief Programs O�cer
Kaitlin Tillett - Associate Director of Marketing and Communications
Anne Trela - Chief Growth O�cer
Emma Vogan - Social Media Specialist
Kelly Wilson - Vice President of Conservation Engagement
 
 

WCN WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS OUR HEARTFELT THANKS  
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We have updated our financial presentation to distinctly categorize funds held in Donor Advised Funds (DAFs).  
The ~$25 million in DAF contributions received in 2025 creates a surplus of revenue over expense in the  
current year. As we deploy these funds to conservation programs over the coming years, our future financial  
statements may show a deficit for a given year.

Complete financial reports are available on our website - wildnet.org  
Wildlife Conservation Network is recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)3 organization – #30-0108469

Program Services  92%
Management and General  6%
Fundraising  2%

2025 TOTAL EXPENSES

2025 TOTAL REVENUE

Contributions 
     Donor Designated   56%
Contributions 
     Donor Advised Funds   29%
Contributions 
     Undesignated   11%
Income from Investments-net   4%
Income from Activities-net   <1%

Statement of Activities
CALENDAR YEAR 2025

REVENUE
Contributions – Donor Designated $49,060,983
Contributions - Donor Advised Funds $24,765,080
Contributions – Undesignated $9,824,095
Income from Investments (net) $3,080,427
Income from Activities (net) $119,378

Total Revenue $86,849,963   

EXPENSES
Program Services 
     Wildlife Programs $44,404,069
     Program Support Services $4,456,911
     Public Education & Outreach $1,544,295

Total Program Services $50,405,275

Supporting Services 
     Management and General $3,456,790
     Fundraising $909,016

Total Supporting Services $4,365,806

Total Expenses $54,771,081

Revenue less Expenses $32,078,882

Fund Designations
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2025

Operational Reserves $3,795,248
Programmatic Reserves $9,961,469
Donor Advised Funds $23,743,131
Designated - Wildlife Funds $28,488,622
Designated - Conservation Programs $17,689,403
Designated - Rising Wildlife Leaders $4,767,140

Total Fund Designations $88,445,013

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
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