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2021
Expanding Our Reach

We started 2021 knowing it would be challenging, but firmly belier&ththtddether, we

would continue to do great things for wildlife. This is becauseand Bgupwters never

fail to go above and beyond to protect wildlife and provide oppgorumiti@tes around

the worl@Because of this strong Network, we faced the adversities of 2021 and had a bigger
impact for wildlife than we ever thought possible.

The strides our Partners made for wildlife this year have beel hemkskalileeir e orts,
anti-poaching rangers were equipped to safeguard wiklgeyitegnhres that kill painted
dogs and many other species were removed from parks, and coefliptdbehdezznp-
vores, including cheetahs and Andean cats, was drastidallpfedunately, the pandemic
remained an issue for conservationists this year. Many of ountiRaethéogpcovide health
services to local people living alongside wildlife, isgehgthends between conservation
and communities, while also implementing traditional proggboi®ud&agtners also
protected essential habitats. Through strategic land puschasesedi@d5 acres of cotton-
top tamarins’ forest habitat in Colombia and 600 acres of dry foneBehakitgidotacled
bearsThis protects irreplaceable landscapes today and ensures these wildIplace
remain intact permanently.

Similarly, WCN expanded our programs to protect vital landscapaskipawdr @en b
launched our first North American initiative—the Californiadghaldijfe/fich focuses on
restoring and connecting habitat for key species, like pumasdéfesdisaibreach in many
other ways, continuing to bring our virtual Wildlife ConsesvaiithmoEsands of people
worldwide and investing in more conservation scholarshipsoiwalotzmaver before.
Additionally, as travel and funding restrictions persistedelyéity Relief Fund kept
critical conservation projects active in 10 countries. Ouni¥ikfe deployed emergency
funding along with grants to safeguard critical stronghokstéoardejgns, and to protect
some of our planet’s most vulnerable species, like the extrematypangétimand the last
80 Sumatran rhinos on Earth. Finally, WCN enjoyed our 12th aon$eeatxe ge@wth,
positioning us to provide more support to e ective conseraati®n progr

In 2021, our Network of supporters and conservationidtfifeepatipeople around the
world thrive, bringing us into the next year with renewed graiinism2022owill be es-
pecially important to us as it marks WCN’s 20th anniversary—we are so @ioyzhof th
our Network has had for wildlife over the past two decades and we are exatez to achi
even more in the years to come.

Jean-Gaél Collomb, Ph.D. Charles Knowles
Executive Director President and Co-founder




Our Mission
g In Actlon ....................

SUPPORTING A PROTECTING SPECIES INVESTING
NETWORK OF WILDLIFE ACROSS THEIR ENTIRE IN LOCAL
CONSERVATIONISTS HABITAT CONSERVATIONISTS
We find the best entrepreneurial OurWildlife Fund® er flex- WCN helps local conservationists

organizations and invite them ible grants to projects in order grow and thrive so that they have
to receive in-depth, ongoing to protect a threatened species the support they need to protect
support by joining our Network across its entire habitat. The wildlife. We invest in these brave
ofConservation Partnergv/e Wildlife Funds invest in e ec- women and men to strengthen their
provide our Partners with the tive projects from a wide range skills, build their organizations,
financial resources, tools, and of organizations, kickstarting and advance their careers in con-
services they need to e ectively new approaches and bolsteringservation. Througtnolarships
protect wildlife. As all organiza- tried and true conservation and grantswe provide support
tions in our Network go through e orts. Each fund amplifies to the local people who are shaping

a rigorous vetting process, donor support by combining conservation in their home-coun
donors can invest in them with contributions, allowing for the tries, ensuring we have a greater
confidence. biggest impact possible. and more sustainable impact
for wildlife.

e WHAT SETS US APART vy

Conservation is about helping people as well as helping Wlelisepport work that
invests in the well-being of local communities and includes losdahpdonles af
conservation is in their hands.

No one can save wildlife alone, so we emphasize collabWfetiensupported hundreds
of organizations and through opportunities like our Wildlife Céhgrsath@N creates
a community of conservationists and supporters working togdlifeer for wil

Our donors deserve to know the impact of their investifeotigh transparency and
e ciency, 100% of our donors’ designated contributions goes to theanedbtidy



IMPACT BY THE
NUMBERS 60;’ :

. date supported4®
Support from our donors and the steadfast commitment countries by WCN's

of our Network allowed us to make tremendous impacts Wildlife EFunds.

for wildlife conservation this yeatr.
Number of peﬁ;ple in local comnunities

around the world provided with education
opportunities by WCN’s Consérvation

: Partners in 2021.

Numbgr Scholarships awarde
of wildlife to date to emerging

Amount raised for
conservation in 2021.

Conservation BNcervationists
Partners. ; % @s<16 countries.

People who attended our
Wildlife Conservation Expog
in 2021.

1 65+

Number of field

Rating WCN received from:Chatity conservationists
who attended virtual

Navigator, America’s leading independent
charity evaluator—a top ranking amongst WCN workshops.
wildlife conservation nonprofits.

Consecutive

Number of sta and members of Iocall
commun|t|e3=.around the World provided
with employment’ opportunlnes by WCNS
Conservatlon*P 2IS |n 2021




WCN'S GLOBAL REACH

WILDLIFE FUNDS

CALIFORNIA WILDLIFE
PROGRAM

WCN

North America

ELEPHANT CRISIS FUND
WCN & SAVE THE ELEPHANTS
Africa and Asia

LION RECOVERY FUND
WCN
Africa

PANGOLIN CRISIS FUND
WCN & SAVE PANGOLINS
Africa and Asia

RHINO RECOVERY FUND
WCN
Africa and Asia

LATIN AMERICA

ANDEAN CAT ALLIANCE
LED BY DR. ROCIO PALACIOS
Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Peru

PROYECTO TITi
LED BY ROSAMIRA GUILLEN
Colombia

SPECTACLED BEAR
CONSERVATION

LED BY ROBYN APPLETON &
DR. RENZO PIANA

Peru

MULTI CONTINEN

BAL PENGUIN SOCIETY
LED BY'BR. PABLO BORBOROGLU
Worldwide (based in Argentina)

MARALLIANCE
LED BY DR. RACHEL GRAHAM
Worldwide (based in Belize)

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

As of 2021, WCN has awarded 154
scholarships to promising young
conservationists from 46 countries
across Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe,
and Latin America.

SMALL WILD CAT
CONSERVATION FOUNDATION
LED BY DR. JIM SANDERSON
Worldwide

ASIA & EASTERN EUROPE

SAIGA CONSERVATION
ALLIANCE

LED BY ELENA BYKOVA &
DR. E.J. MILNER GULLAND

Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Russia,
Uzbekistan

AFRICA

BOTSWANA
LED BY REBECCA KLEIN
Botswana

CHEETAH
CONSERVATION FUND
LED BY DR. LAURIE MARKER
Namibia

ETHIOPIAN WOLF
CONSERVATION PROGRA
LED BY DR. CLAUDIO SILLERO
Ethiopia

EWASO LIONS

LED BY DR. SHIVANI BHALLA,
RESSON KANTAI DUFF &
JENERIA LEKILELEI

Kenya

CHEETAH CONSERVATION /& 4

SNOW LEOPARD
CONSERVANCY

LED BY DR. RODNEY JACKSON &

ASHLEIGH LUTZ NELSON
an, India, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia,
Paki >

tan, Russia

v

NIASSA LION PROJECT

LED BY DR. COLLEEN BEGG
& KEITH BEGG

Mozambique

OKAPI CONSERVATION
PROJECT

LED BY JOHN LUKAS &
BERCE N'SAFUANSA

Democratic Republic of Congo

PAINFED DOG
CONSERVATION

LED BY PETER BLINSTON &
DAVID KUVAWOGA

Zimbabwe

SAVE THE ELEPHANTS

LED BY DR. IAIN DOUGLAS
HAMILTON & FRANK POPE

Kenya

¥
7
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ANDEAN CAT ALLIA

identified five new Andean
cats in three di erent loca-
tions—one cat in northwest
ern Argentina, one in central
Chile, and three cats just
outside of Chile’s capital city,
Santiago. These records are
vital to filling information gaps
about Andean cat distribution
and allow conservationists to
conduct genetic research on
the population health of this
rare species.

WC_N PARTNERS

© Martin Sapaj

CHEETAH CONSERVATION BOT{

expanded their Livestock Guarding
program by running additional trai

sites on participants’ farmlands. T
allowed CCB to train and place 42

more than double the amount in pr
ous years, to reduce livestock pre
tion by 85% and enable coexisten

between farmers and cheetahs.

5

.
-

ETHIOPIAN WOLF CONSERVATION PH

teams regularly monitored 33 Ethiopian wolf

packs containing 184 wolves in seven areas
across the country. This population represents
roughly half of the global population of this
endangered species. Another 67 packs are esti
mated to occupy other parts of Ethiopia, creating =
an overall estimate of 450 wolves in total.

2021 HIGHLIGHT®

CHEETAH CONSERVATIO continued

to combat the illegal cheetah cub trade i
Somaliland by raising awareness in com
munities, holding a training workshop for law
enforcement, and improving legislation againgg®
tra ckers with government agencies. CCF|alsq
provided ongoing care to 67 cheetahs confis
cated from tra ckers and was given nearl .
2,000 acres by the government to develap a
permanent sanctuary for rescued cheetahs.

.L. Harrington

S ellle] helped launch

a new mobile veterinary

unit for domestic dogs that
are injured while protecting
livestock from lions and other
predators. By treating these
dogs, Ewaso Lions is support-
ing pastoralist communities

in Kenya and saving dogs that
prevent livestock predation . ).
and reduce human-lion . READ MOR
conflict. ) HIGHLIGHT,

© Ewaso Lions/Vet in Wild
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© Suzi Eszterhas

completed their 14th census of
Pedral penguin colony in Patagonia, which GPS has pr|

since 2009 and helped turn into a protected wildlife refy
Magellanic penguins. There were six penguin breeding
2009, and as of this year, there are now 3,600 pairs.

SNVEGEENERA has gathered over 10

he million data positions to date from tracking

oteatedars deployed on more than 800 wild Asian

Ige fomd African elephants. This data helps define key

pairsahitats and corridors, identify potential poaching
incidents, and gain insight into elephant behavior.

N =eleleXelolNE =5 's Anti-Poaching

Units worked with community volunteers to re
nearly 1,900 poaching snares from the bord
gions of Zimbabwe’s Hwange National Park,
some of the most notable painted dog packs

's field team of Grevy’s Zebra Warriors
and Ambassadors carried out 1,100 foot patrols, walking
7,277 miles to monitor and protect Grevy's zebras throughout
northern Kenya. They had 411 encounters with both individual
Grevy’s zebras and herds, collecting data on 1,730 sightings.

reported that, thanks to herdic

conservation e orts, all five saiga populations found across
Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Russia, and Uzbekistan have contin
to grow this year. Best estimates for the global saiga populat

now stand at about 860,450 individuals.

purchased nearly 645 acres
adjacent to the Los Tities de San Juan Reserve
in Colombia, and signed an agreement-to add an
other 106 acres soon. This forest reserve expan
sion ensures that this land will remain protected
cotton-top tamarin habitat in perpetuity.

© Michell Le6n

SEEr =PI purchased

their first parcel of private land, 600 acres that
be permanently protected as critical spectacle
bear habitat in the low-elevation dry forest of

northern Peru. They also began adding a wate
and restoring the natural food supply to improy
this land’s quality as bear habitat and increase
bears' chance for survival.

collared and monitored 29 lions
from 15 prides across Mozambique’s Niassa Special K
Combined, these prides contain 71 lions, so monitori

the health of the entire population. NLP recorded nearl
sightings of lions and other large carnivores within the

MARALLIAN(NEEEEE)

ers recorded valuable data
from a juvenile largetooth
sawfish found in Panama.
This is the first sawfish
captured by any research
team in Central America

in over 20 years. This was
possible due to the strong
bonds MarAlliance has ;
made with local fishers, and
these communities have [
pledged to help MarAlliance
study more sawfish, track. .
their distribution, and saf%
release them.

SMALL WILD CAT CONSERVATION FOU

helped create three new small cat conservat

groups runs multiple community-based proje
that reduce threats for 21 small wild cat sped

[ ANININE =Y ileINE:l advanced the

training for all of their women'’s sustainable incon
groups while reducing their impact on the surrou
okapi habitat. They also built a new Women'’s Ceg
providing a secure place for these income projeg
Women's Center also houses the Epulu Radio S
where OCP has completed over 200 broadcasts
provide news and conservation-focused educatig
programs across the Okapi Wildlife Reserve.

SN RBNeIOINEIS 's Nepal team provided

emergency aid to villages reeling from floods and pa#

conditions, strengthening their connection to SLC de
a notable incident of a snow leopard killing livestoc
one of the villages. This incident spurred SLC to im
predator-proof corral design and deploy better deter
Vocational trainings also enhanced community incq
while protecting snow leopard habitat, reducing co
and allowing SLC to document snow leopards in the

-
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CALIFORNIA WILDLIFE PROGBSM

Removing Roadblocks
for Pumas

WCN'S NEW PROGRAM AIMS TO CONNECT CALIFORNIA HABITAT

Isolated populations lead to
inbreeding, which a ects

the health of populations
over time. Protecting puma
populations requires ensuring
they have a chance to
diversify their genetics.

© National Park'Service

Throughout California, the habitat range of pumas is often fragméwniteeib development.

rs whizzed past Neal Sharma’s pickup witiHighways are as Californian as surfboards and earth-
the steady repetition of a ticking clock. He quakes. The state’s history of building highways, done
as parked on the shoulder of a stretch of on a larger scale than nearly anywhere else in the U.S.,
Highway 101 known for being windy and heavily wbetietl spark its development and population growth.
Bordering each side of the road is a vibrant yet vulBert these roads, combined with the urban sprawl they
able ecosystem containing pumas, badgers, and ofbiertogether and other human development, have
impressive wildlife that many Californians don’t evelivided the landscape and isolated wildlife populations.
know exist here. But the road bisects this habitat aAd wide-ranging carnivores, pumas in particular require
animals attempting to cross it are often hit by cars.efeugh continuous habitat to sustain a healthy gene
he has done for much of his career, Neal stood rogutsadle-they need opportunities to find mates outside of
assessing possible locations for establishing structimeis own population. Since so much of this habitat is
like culverts or underpasses, that wildlife could useftagmented, to avoid inbreeding, pumas need protected
safely cross. These would not only protect individuphthways to move across vast landscapes. They need
animals from vehicular collisions, they are part of aconnectivity.
larger plan to connect fragmented patches of habitat to
save entire wildlife populations and whole ecosystd@gnched in 2021 and led by Neal Sharma, CWP is

This focus on connectivity is at the heart of WCN's"W&A's first North American initiative; it has an initial
California Wildlife Program (CWP). focus of restoring and maintaining habitat connectivity

for wildlife, including vulnerable puma populations, in Galifgmits flrst

grant, CWP helped the Trust for Public Land purchase the Nyland Property, a

540-acre historic cattle ranch that boasts grasslands, wetlakess afid po
oak woodlands. Located just an hour south of Silicon Valley, thetyNyland P
supports habitat for a variety of species, including black beargdiotacht

blackbirds, and of course, pumas. The property is a key part of a network
habitats in the Santa Cruz Mountains and Gabilan Range which have bec

WCN IMPAG

THROUGH A HIGHLY" ; ,
COLLABORATIVE With a conservation easement that will permanently
PROCESS LED BY THiprohibit development on the property.* Additionally,
TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAN .
cwp HAS INVESTED iNhe Amah Mutsun Tribal Band, who have stewarded

KEEPING THE CRITICAlthis land for thousands of years, will hold access rig
NYLAND PROPERTY

PROTECTED FOREVERrL g Nyland Property is an important piece of the
puzzle to protect habitat connectivity in California.

increasingly fragmented by roads, subdivisions, and

other human infrastructure. Now that it has been

CWP is focused on getting enough of these pieces together teeunite dispalrat

puma populations and sustain the remarkable diversity of @dlifilernia’s w
This will take many forms, including supporting additionalslesdpdircha
implementing wildlife crossings at highways. Through theseayg ones, i

day be possible for the pumas prowling the woods near Neal’s parked pic
along the 101 to connect with pumas passing through the perroiukently pr
Nyland Proper®.

AboveThe Nyland
property supports

a wide array of wild
animals, including
endangered species.
Left: A puma and her
cub near the Nyland
property.

* Ownership of the Nyland Property will be transferred to the SacuBerald_Agd Trust with a
conservation easement held by the Land Trust of Santa Cruz Courdy easbaneultineld by the
Amah Mutsun Land Trust.

rope

of
ome

purchased, ownership will transfer to a local land tryst

SN

up
Dte

“Without nancial help
from WCN, | would

not have been able to
fully concentrate on my
primate studies with

all of the hardships
occurring in recent
years. WCN’s support
allowed me to nish

my master’s thesis,
and it’s incredible

how my vision as a
conservationist has
changed because of it.
The fruits of the WCN
Scholarship accompany
me every day.”

WCN SCHOLAR

FRANCY FORERO SANCHEZ



© Suzi Eszterhas

PROYECTO T|TIOLOMBIASPECTACLED BEAR CONSERYRERM

Securing Habitats

forever remain protected habitat under the managenjen’ ™ ——— N

LAND PURCHASES HELP PERMANENTLY PROTECT SOUTRESIERICA'S FO of SBC, who will restore it and collaborate with surrounc
communities to bolster bear conservation e orts.

645 acres to form thelr Los T|t|es de San Juan Reserve
with plans to purchase another 439 acres soon. They
also planted over 26,000 native tree saplings within
the reserve and existing forest corridors that connect
cotton-top habitat. These saplings were grown from
seeds that PT sta gathered and propagated within their Ve love being involved with WCN, it's a
reserve’s nursery. Conservation agreements made [vithvonderful organization. WCN's Conservation
farmers also allow PT to plant saplings on portions of th&dftners are impressive, their work is

land, creating new corridors totaling about 2,000 act[)es,fascinating and vitally important, and WCN's

in exchange for training, equipment, and other suppprt for ) .
their Iivelir?oods g, equip PP sta have always made us feel included in

their e orts to improve the life of the planet

SBC is currently raising money to purchase nearly §,006hq all of its inhabitants: human and wild

more acres—Iland with enough sapote to prevent Peru’s . -
. } animals alike.

dry forest bears from going locally extinct—and PT ¢on

tinues expanding protected forests one sapling at a flime, THE KNOX/MACCREADY FAMILY

with the aim of creating a 20-mile corridor for cottonttops WCN SUPPORTERS SINCE 2013

between two national protected areas. By purchasing

land, these organizations are protecting vital habitats in

perpetuity for bears, cotton-tops, and all animals living

within these ecosystels.

Establishing interconnected forests requires patience—a
day’s worth of felled forest takes 20 years to grow back
to its former height. To date, PT has helped restore and'
protect over 13,000 acres of forest, turning sparse land and
abandoned pastures into future havens for cotton-tops.

uth America’s forests are an ark for some ahtéer, dividing their tropical forest into smaller patches

arest species on Earth. The lush, green canbaidsolate cotton-top groups from one another. In Peru,

of northern Colombia are the only place wéggetacled bear populations are also broken up into islands
you can find cotton-top tamarins, critically endandpgradricultural expansion into the dry forest. Worse still,
monkeys with distinctive white headdresses. Thet si@vastates the bears’ main food source—sapote fruit.
drenched dry forest of northern Peru o ers During warmer months, bears scour the rocky
similar sanctuary to spectacled bears, So terrain for as much sapote as possible to build
America’s only bear species. But this s up their fat stores. This is especially crucial
has been riddled with leaks as incre EHQEOS%';FSW.EQ for female bears to reproduce and care for
land development erases more foresterand=cTING cOTTON Tctheir cubs. There are only a few sites left that
fragments wildlife populations. It's a th%ﬁ@m”\‘s SINCE 2006 contain this fruit, and if the sapote disap

. SPECTACLED BEAR®
that Spectacled Bear Conservation (SBCrandcrvaTioN's worKoears, so too will the bears.

Proyecto Titi (PT) have spent years fightiigOTECTING BEARS

SINCE 2016. ; ;
and their long-term strategies to secure Owning the land is the best way to perma- A,
- e — - e SBC collaborates with Indigeno

forests have recently gained new ground. nently preserve forest habitats, so PT and . communities, who have lived alongside

SBC are focusing on this strategy. In 2021, . . spectacled bears for thousands of years
Urban development, cattle ranching, and unsustaingialeks to the generous investment of donors, SBC com- = & to formally create community-managed, ™
agriculture cause widespread deforestation throughmeted their first private land purchase—over 600 acres . & PrOICESSENNNE N 2C'05S 2SO acrogy

. S -~ . . . . . i By helping these communities receive

South America, often \{\nth Ilfttle.rega.rd for wildlife. with a h|g_h_d§n5|ty of sapote trees. Their goal is to pur- proper titleship for these lands, SBC is
Cotton-tops spend their entire lives in the treetops, chase adjoining land that also has sapote, thus prevent- ensuring that both people and bears do
subsisting on fruit and insects without ever touchingng bear starvation, and to reconnect fragmented bear not lose their ancestral home.

the ground. Clearcutting deprives them of food andpopulations to improve genetic diversity. This land will



GREVY’S ZEBRA TRUST + EWASQHEDINS

Keeping Hope Flowing

COLLABORATING TO FIGHT THE DROUGHT IN SAMBURU

and jointly stocked ranger stations with rations and fuel so thieyeould con
patrolling protected areas.

Similar to 2017, GZT deployed supplementary feeding inte@Grentyts fo
zebras, placing hay in key locations so the herds had enough forage to sy
Community members also helped GZT monitor these feeding sites and w
access areas. The women of Ewaso Lions’ Mama Simba program suppor
e orts to restore degraded landscapes by reseeding new grassstainich wil
Grevy’s zebras and other prey species that lions depend upoip It will also

There are fewer than 2,500 lions left in Kenya. Samburu’s lions arevingauestly solitary lives rather than in prides.
Drought puts severe pressure on these lions and heightens conélést thetm and people.

very day, the midday sun sears the plains oéntire bu alo population. In 2017, five lions were lost to

northern Kenya, renowned for hosting someaiflict as wildlife and people were forced to converge

Africa’s most iconic species. In times of healiihyhe few areas containing water. GZT and EL have
rain, it's not uncommon to see lions gliding throughatbiked together many times to address the persistent
tall grass of Samburu National Reserve, elephantstloiré@ts caused by water shortages. This year’s drought
ing from the Ewaso Ng'iro River, or herds of Grevytgms reached similar severity, with livestock and wild
zebras grazing across the river in Bu alo herbivores competing for the last remain-

Springs National Reserve. But a year ing grasslands. As grazing animals, Grevy'’s
scant rainfall has left these abunda\?vtcr\rs EVERGENCY RELIEerbras are particularly threatened by the
lands as dry as a bone, creating widep pisTriIBUTED craNTS @€k of food caused by land degradation
spread scarcity of water and vegetation GZT AND EL TO SUPPOgnAd encroachment from pastoralists.
This prolonged drought has led to- casvg%&,b"iﬁ ?,’jg 558555?9”%% by losing natural prey species to the
ing threats for all life in the region. Butthe drought, lions will often target weakened
people of Samburu have a long history of livestock. This leads to conflict with
resilience in the face of hardship, and through the coh@itexd—a conflict that lions sometimes lose.

e orts of the Grevy'’s Zebra Trust (GZT) and Ewaso Lions

(EL), their communities have pulled together to mak&/Bgfeclimate models predicted another drought,

their landscapes, wildlife, and ways of life can witifa&ah@nd EL wasted no time preparing. Together, both
this latest crisis. organizations provided Samburu villages with water for

people and their livestock. By providing this care, GZT
This is not the first time below-average rainfall hasdaft EL reinforced their bond with these communities and
northern Kenya vulnerable. Severe drought in 200¢hkedommitment that these communities have to protect

to thousands of animals perishing, including Sambuildfe. They also collaborated with reserve management

© Tony Orwa/GZT

EL reduce human-lion
conflict and reinforce B
tolerance for lions frong
herders under pres
sure, ensuring these
landscapes remain an
uncontested refuge fors
wildlife. :

Scattered rains returneg
to Samburu late in the
year, but the drought 1§
continues to bear dowg.
on the region. GZT and®
EL are maintaining their

united response to this water shortage, proving to Samburu cohthmynities
can weather this climate crisis together while continuing ®\pildtéetvitno

also call this land home.

Above: EL and GZT sta
are part of the commu-
nities where they work.
They provided water

to these communities
during the drought

Left: GZT deployed
supplementary hay to
help Grevy's zebras get
through the drought.
The Grevy's zebra is one
of Africa’s most endan-
gered large mammals.
Only 3,000 remain in
the wild, and 90% of
them reside in northern
Kenya, making any
significant loss of their
numbers to drought
caused by climate
change devastating.

“The Pangolin Crisis
Fund sponsored a new
vehicle for us, taking
our organization to the
next level of capacity
for advancing pangolin
conservation in South
Africa. This fully
tted, custom vehicle
enables us to rescue
pangolins con scated
hatrom illegal tra ckers.
It also allows us to
transport rescued
pangolins to specialist
veterinary facilities
for rehabilitation, and
eventually to their
release sites in the wild.
We have already used
it to travel over 27,700
miles.”

ALEXIS KRIEL, CO CHAIR,
AFRICAN PANGOLIN
WORKING GROUP

PANGOLIN CRISIS FUND GRANTEE
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“I am not only the

rst generation from
my family to get into
conservation, but also

the rst generation to
have a postgraduate
degree in conservation
from an international
university. This has

only been possible

by the support of the
WCN Scholarship. |
am very grateful to the
WCN family and their
supporters.”

SONAM TASHI LAMA
WCN SCHOLAR

© Frank af Petersens

WCN IMPAG

WCN and STE successfully
co-manage the Elephant Cri

Fund, which granted over
$890,000 in 2021 to support
projects aimed at reducing
human-elephant conflict.

SAVE THE ELEPHANRBNYA

A Wounded Giant

HEALING THE RIFT BETWEEN ELEPHANTS AND PEOPLE

STE's team attends to Sarara's wounds. Although poaching has reeloga@imtacross Africa, human-elephant
conflict is a growing threat to all wild elephants. Sarara was luckye¢afi@entbeing speared.

rara is no stranger to the Save the Elephargessible that such an incident may have caused defensi

STE) sta in Kenya’s Samburu National  reactions from either Sarara or a herder.

eserve. Since he was a teenager, this mas-
sive 31-year-old bull elephant has been visiting STE¢ blade, which was the size of a grown man’s forearm
research camp, checking in on the team and inspef@ifignately missed Sarara’s vital organs. As the vets
their elephant tracking collars. During his visits, it'swere treating his wound, news of Sarara’s injury spread
common to see him feeding on acacia pods, scratdfroughout Samburu communities and a group of war-
ing against trees, and swimming in the river near tfi@rs from a nearby village came to help. This concern
camp. His presence demands respect’ yet despiteqﬁgnonstrates the fondness that local communities have
daunting size, he’s become a beloved figure withinf@ieighboring wildlife, a seed that STE waters at every
and among local communities. Over time, he has g¥B@gTtunity through their education and awareness
quite relaxed around people, which may be what |6 @§mS that promote peaceful coexistence between
into danger. One morning in late October, STE's DA¢RIRIE and elephants. STE's field teams used this event
Letitiya noticed something very wrong with Sarara@Sg@ catalyst to step up their year-round community
spearhead was embedded deep in his side. engagement, speaking with warriors, herders, and elder

about the value of Kenya's elephants and the importanc

Horrified by the sight of this magnificent animal cleaflsespecting their space.
in pain and trying in vain to remove the spearhead with
his trunk, Davido immediately summoned the Sam&@figra’s recovery was slow, but he stayed close to STE
based Kenya Wildlife Service veterinary unit. This 6&a¢k Where he felt safe. The research team monitored
is just one example of a rising problem that has beB8elosely over the following months to make sure he
one of the major threats to elephants today—humatealed properly. Thanks to quick veterinary intervention,
ephant conflict. Across Africa, more and more elepp@kfga was lucky and avoided infection. Today, he has
are injured or killed as they Compete with the rap|dfy”y reCOVGred, but Davido and STE sta will still keep arl
growing human popu|ati0n for essential resources @Y on their massive friend. Sarara’s ordeal shows jUSt
limited space. A large part of STE’s work is monitofifyy widespread human-elephant conflict has become,
elephants with tracking collars to study their behavibpVing that all wild elephants, even those familiar to loc.
and prevent incidents that might spark conflict bet€8Rle, are at risk. STE’s e orts to promote coexistence
them and people. But Sarara does not have a traclifgymore crucial than ever and are an important part of

collar and sometimes crosses paths with herders. Rfgsuring that safe places remain for elephants in a rapid
developing world.



SMALL WILD CAT CONSERVATION FOUNBIRM®WIDE

Cats in the Sprawl

The fishing cat defies the adage that cats hate water by being highly
specialized anglers, sporting webbed paws and waterproof futsthat sui
their wetland habitat.

WCN IMPACT

WCN IMPACT

eadlights streaked across Anya

Ratnayaka as she padded down

the sidewalk, the hum of tra c
filling her ears. The night was alive in
Colombo, Sri Lanka’s largest city, but it was
the quiet streets that Anya sought. Her GPS
data indicated that she wasn't alone prowl
ing these shadowy paths, so she kept alert
for any signs of movement. For years, Anya
has researched how fishing cats-have in
filtrated Colombo and found success living
among the sprawl. The data gathered from
tracking collars and, most recently, the
new batch of camera traps placed around
the city may prove vital to ensuring these
small wild cats and Colombo’s surrounding
wetlands don't vanish.

Colombo is home to the only known popula
tion of urban fishing cats. In 2013, Anya
founded the Urban Fishing Cat Conservation
Project, a partner of the Small Wild Cat
Conservation Foundation. Her team studies
fishing cat behavior and ecology, working
with the government to protect them.
Tracking the cats’ movements with GPS
collars is a major aspect of their research.
This year, the pandemic prevented them
from collaring more cats, so Anya’steam in
stalled 42 camera traps—the most they’ve
ever deployed at once—to better document
fishing cat distribution. She plans to share
the resulting data with the government

to influence how the city can grow while
keeping fishing cat habitat in mind.

Colombo has been a bustling human hub
since the 1500s, and because it was built
over wetlands, it is intrinsically linked to
fishing cat habitat. They have adapted to
this highly urbanized environment well, eas
ily finding food and shelter and utilizing the
city’s old-style architecture—high garden
walls, ponds with ample vegetation; and un
used attics—to go undetected by residents.
Anya’s team were the first to discover that
fishing cats were readily venturing into the
city, finding a niche in Colombo as rapid
urbanization expands the city further into
their ecosystem. They are tracking 10
collared cats in Colombo, mostly males
likely ousted from their natural territories

© Yanik Tissera

© Eshan Witana

by rivals. These cats spend more time in the city than the wetlargds, frequé
crowded areas at night, hidden by ground foliage. Anya’s new eamera traj
already documenting these intrepid males.

Despite their urban presence, fishing cats rely on the wetlandaddliseirvive
shrinking ecosystem threatens the population. Anya usesgratreatth pro
build awareness with residents who didn’t know they had wildlmats, for neig
and stresses domestic animal vaccination so the cats don'esatBhtdiseas
ceaseless urban development is the largest threat, devouringsnore wetla
and creating highways that lead to deadly tra ¢ incidents for thbycats. Onl
promoting sustainable development will Colombo’s naturatdssaugdbe p
and fishing cats continue to thrive.

As she turned the corner, Anya spied the hint of a tail disappearing into so

Bnti

© Daniel Rosengren, FZS
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“The Lion Recovery
Fund (LRF) boosted

its support of our
de-snaring program in
Tanzania’s Serengeti
National Park, which
enlists park rangers
and ex-poachers to
remove wire snares
that target ungulates,
yet also victimize lions.
With tourism income
dwindling in recent
years due to the COVID
crisis, LRF funding
critically allowed us to
keep three teams in the
eld in 2021.”

RIAN LABUSCHAGNE,
SERENGETI CONSERVATION
PROGRAMME MANAGER,
FRANKFURT ZOOLOGICAL

SOCIETY

LION RECOVERY FUND GRANTEE

bushes. Just knowing that these cats share the same streets asrpeople gives A

hope that coexistence can be maintained with sustainabbe uEarizatn
will continue installing cameras and collaring fishing cats im,thathevingea
more data that ensures Colombo considers its feline citizen#as it grows.

Top: Anya was the first researcher in the world to track fishing cats wiliGPS co
and has amassed a wealth of data about the species. Bottom: Cameracdepfevide

fishing cat exploring a Colombo residence at night.



RHINO RECOVERY HWHRICA & ASIALION RECOVERY FARRICA

M Ozam b I q u e ’S N eW CO n Se rvatlo n Administration of Conservation Areas (ANAC). MWA operatéAdiAiazhalf

in a variety of ways, including conducting veterinargristangestipporting
SUPPORTING NOVEL APPROACHES TO PROTECT RHINOS AND LIONS activities that disrupt illegal wildlife tra cking. Funding RbinatRecovery
Fund (RRF) and the Lion Recovery Fund (LRF) has enabled MWA to operate and
hire veterinarians and other sta to protect Mozambique’s wkkitifeth€han
e orts of MWA and their partners, rhinos are now recovering in a place where
they had gone extinct.

Mozambique’s entire rhino population originated in neighbblatpialige
Park in South Africa—where extensive poaching has causedmhinos to decl

over the last 15 years—before wandering into southwest Mozambique. Thoug

it holds no medicinal benefits, rhino horn is prized in some Asiawl medicines a
sells for thousands on the black market. Removing a rhino’s horn-makes|it no lon
ger valuable to poachers. While awkward at first, rhinos quitidifeadapt an
how they use their horn to accommodate for the change. With RRF suppprt, MWA
dehorns all rhinos that wander into Mozambique. Consequenthg 2021 beca

the first recorded year where no rhinos were poached in Mozambique.

In addition to this temporary response to acute poaching, the RRF and MWA are

focused on long-term solutions to eliminate demand for rhinourern and sec

ample safe habitat. That is what’s truly needed for rhinos to have a futurd wifss a fairly new
they can roam through wild landscapes unharmed, hdlins and all. donor to WCN, | was

immediately struck by
the e ectiveness of the
Wildlife Funds. It would
be very challenging

for our foundation to
manage granting to so
many partners in so
many countries that
collectively address the
diversity of threats to
declining species and
the habitats that support
them. WCN and their
Funds are constantly
adapting to an ever-

© Karingani Game Reserve

airborne helicopter seems like an absurd undertaking, but tliteis how wil
veterinarians are able to sedate a charging rhino. It's hal; taisiogrwor

_ save the rhino’s life. Once the rhino lies down, the helicopter landegpertsteam o
from Mozambique Wildlife Alliance (MWA) race towards the immedbilihegt anim

WCN'S RHINO RECOVERY ; i L o ;
FUND AND LION RECOVERYgentIy cover its eyes with a cloth, ke_eplngllt calm. The loud whipefigrefithe pro
FUND BOTH INVEST IN drowned out by the roar of an electric chainsaw that the team usestto carefully ¢

NOVEL CONSERVATION the rhino’s horn above the growth point, where it is painless. Byrhémots/ing th
APPROACHES. THEIR hev’ )
GRANTS TO MWA HAvE horn, they’re removing a target on

HELPED PIONEER A NEWits back. This is a stopgap solution

MODEL, WHEREIN AN NGOy~ 1 . - o
PROVIDES VALUABLE 1O dllsmcentlwze. poachln'g, and it's
SUPPORT TO THE saving Mozambique'’s rhinos.
GOVERNMENT (ON THEIR
REQUEST) IN ORDER TO
PROTECT WILDLIFE.

WCN IMPACT

Aiming an immobilizing dart at a rapidly moving animal while leaning out of an

changing conservation
landscape while
providing excellent

communications and
opportunities for donors
to engage."

MWA is a new nonprofit created
to support Mozambique’s National

IVAN SAMUELS
MARCH CONSERVATION FUND
DM WCN SUPPORTER SINCE 2019
m
Above: MWA team dehorning a rhino.
Right: MWA's e orts helped make 2021
the first year in which Mozambique had
recorded rhino births and a growing
population of white and black rhinos
living permanently in the country.




WILDLIFE FUNDS

2021 HIGHLIGHTS

Saving
Species
Across Their
Habitats

HOW WCN'S WILDLIFE FUNDS
ARE INVESTING IN
EFFECTIVE PROJECTS
TO PROTECT WILDLIFE.



OVERVIEW

As of year-end
2021 the ECF
has supported:

36

projects

] O STRATEGY

grantees

42

countries

The ECF has
disbursed:

$ 2 ACZCMPLISHMENT

million
to support
on-the-ground
conservation
e orts.

A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION NETWORK
AND SAVE THE ELEPHANTS

© Frank af Petersens
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TODAY'S STUDENTS,
TOMORROW'S LEADERS

MORE REPRESENTATIVH
CONSERVATION




“ | will argue that every scrap of
biological diversity is priceless, to be
learned and cherished, and never to
be surrendered without a struggle’’

— E.O. Wilson




©Anup Shah/Minden Pictures

Where Your
Donations Go

With WCN"400% model”
every penny donated for
a specific organization,
program, or Fund is used
for that purpose, with
zero overhead taken out.
Additionally, when you
give to WCN’s “Where
Needed Most” option,
you are providing critical
unrestricted funding that
WCN can allocate to a
variety of conservation

e orts that are most in
need. We get funding to the
field e ciently and ensure
our donors know how their
contributions are saving
endangered wildlife and
wild landscapes around
the world.

Looking Ahead

2022 marks WCN'’s 20th anniversary. Over these two
decades, our Network has tackled some of the biggest
threats to wildlife and improved the well-being of wildlife
and people on every continent on Earth.

Standing on the foundation built
by our community of donors and

(]
%)
conservationists, we are creating u
a WCN that has an even broader YEA RS

reach and bigger impact. In the

years to come, we will be focused Wildlife Conservation Network
on incorporating more threatened

species into our Network, strengthening the talents of
brilliant local conservationists, ensuring the future of
conservation rests in the hands of local people, helping
supporters decide how their contributions will make the
most di erence, and connecting a community passionate
about saving wildlife.

We are so excited to take these next steps together
towards a world where wildlife and people can coexist
and thrive. m
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