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MISOOL FOUNDATION

Passing the Current

Misool Marine Reserve, Murid Saleo

watches his daughter, Kyra, wade toward
him grinning, her feet still in the water. He’d
spent the day teaching the 6-year-old coral
restoration techniques, the same work he
uses to protect this rare place as Misool
Foundation’s Reef Restoration Coordinator.
Later, at the Misool Foundation’s rangers
station, Murid shows Kyra each piece of gear
and how to secure a coral fragment to a wire
frame without crushing the living tissue. It’s
a scene repeated across the reserve, where
Misool Foundation has transformed former
fishermen and villagers into trained coral
planters. Against the backdrop of global reef
decline, this remains one of the rare places
where biodiversity is actually improving—not
by luck, but through deliberate, patient work
passed down to the next generation.

In the turquoise shallows of Indonesia’s

The stakes are enormous. Raja Ampat holds
the world’s highest marine biodiversity—over
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1,600 fish species and 75% of all known
coral species thrive in these waters. Marine
biologist Dr. Mark Erdmann calls it “one

of the most pristine reef systems left on
earth.” Yet incidents of blast fishing and
cyanide poisoning occurring into the early
2000s reduced areas of thriving reefs to
rubble fields, eliminating fish habitat, coastal
storm protection, and the foundation of
entire marine food webs. These pressures
weaken not only reef ecosystems but also the
communities that depend on them.

Murid and his team spent years monitoring
what coral grew where and why, learning an
important truth: recovery happens fastest
when local communities participate. The
foundation opened its ranger stations to
nearby villagers—youth groups, high-school
students, and community members—showing
them how transplanted corals grow, and how
fish return to once-barren sections.
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This approach works because it transforms
conservation from an outside intervention
into local ownership. When villagers are
trained in coral restoration, and high school
students teach their families to understand
the reef through Misool Foundation’s
educational approach, conservation becomes
embedded in the community. These are skills
passed down through families and shared

by neighbors, creating a self-sustaining
network of people stewarding the reef. Misool
Foundation has learned that environmental
restoration succeeds not through top-down
management but when responsibility shifts to
the people who live alongside these waters.

In 2024, sixty-one youth group members
received training. In 2025, thirteen more com-
munity members joined them and thousands
of coral colonies now rest on underwater
nurseries, tended by a growing network
reclaiming their traditional stewardship of
these waters.

LEFT: MURID SALEO TEACHES HIS DAUGHTER,
KYRA, CORAL PLANTING TECHNIQUES IN THE
SHALLOW WATERS OF THEIR HOME REEF.

RIGHT: MISOOL FOUNDATION’S REEF RESTORATION
TEAM TEACHES COMMUNITY MEMBERS CORAL
PLANTING TECHNIQUES IN THE SHALLOW
NURSERY WATERS.

Kyra hovers above wire frames where
transplanted corals spread their delicate
branches. Her father works beside her,
adjusting fragments with the same careful
hands that once guided hers at the surface.
Behind them, high school students from
nearhy villages practice the techniques
they learned that morning, their movements
growing more confident with each secured
fragment. Murid watches his daughter work,
sees how naturally she moves through this
world, and knows the reef will have guardians
long into the future.m
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GIVING
UPDATE:

We’re grateful for the generous support that makes
WCN’s conservation work possible. This spring, we
wanted to share some *tgs that may be helpful

as you plan your giving this year, including new
changes to the tax law and resources that reflect
WCN’s commitment to transparency‘\d efficiency.
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Important Tax Update for WCN ors

New federal tax laws are changing how charitable donations
are deducted starting in 2026. New non-itemizer deduction:
Donors who take the standard deduction can now deduct up to
$1,000 (82,000 for couples) in cash gifts (checks, credit card
charges, online donations and payroll deductions). The deduction
does not apply to donor advised funds (DAFs). Giving floor for
itemizers: Donors who itemize can only deduct the portion of
giving above 0.5 % of their adjusted gross income. Top earner
deduction cap: The tax benefit for high-income earners (37%
bracket) is capped at 35%. Please consult your tax or financial
advisor for more details on changes to charitab[le\deductions.
S

DAFpay Opportunity >

WCN has adopted DAFpay tomake it faster and simpler for
supporters to give directly from their donor-advised fund (DAF).
DAFs are a charitable giving vehicle that allows people to.make an
irrevocable, tax-deductible contribution of cash or other assets
to the fund (held at a sponsoring charity). The donor takes an
immediate tax deduction, can recommend grants to their favorite
(IRS-qualified) nonprofits over time, and can invest the funds

for tax-free growth. You will see DAFpay as an option when you
donate online at wildnet.org/donate.

As always, consult your tax advisor to determine the best giving
strategy for your personal situation. m
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SPECTACLED BEAR CONSERVATION

5,000 Acres
Proteeted for

TOP: THE SPECTACLED

BEAR CONSERVATION

TEAM SET CAMERA TRAPS
NEARMACHUPICCHUTO
MONITOR SPECTACLED BEAR
POPULATIONS AND THEIR
MOVEMENT PATTERNS
ACROSS THE LANDSCAPE.

RIGHT: ASPECTACLED BEAR
IN THE FOREST, WHERE SBC’S
LAND PROTECTION EFFORTS
ENSURE THESE ENDANGERED
BEARS CAN ACCESS VITAL
FOOD SOURCES LIKE SAPOTE
FRUITACROSS CONNECTED
HABITATS.

orning mist clings to the mountain ridges above

northern Peru’s dry forest. Isabel rests on the rocks

with her cubs close beside her, their dark fur catching
filtered sunlight through the canopy. Her cubs feed on sapote,
a soft, caloric fruit that is a critical food source for spectacled
bears. Isabel’s ability to nourish herself and her young depends
on the freedom to descend from high elevation ridges to the
sapote groves in the valley below. This freedom and the bears’
survival were recently threatened by agricultural development.
Spectacled Bear Conservation (SBC) intervened, purchasing
5,000 acres of threatened forest, called Calicantro, to perma-
nently protect this vital feeding site and maintain its connection
to higher-elevation ecosystems. By purchasing this land outright,
SBC ensures it remains pristine and a permanent refuge for bears
and the rich biodiversity that depends on this ecosystem.

The decisive action to purchase Calicantro was made possible

by WCN’s Shared Landscapes Fund, the Liz Claiborne Art &
Ortenburg Foundation, the Dry Creek Foundation, and other
private supporters. Private land purchases like this have hecome
central to SBC’s conservation strategy as a way to rapidly protect
critical bear habitat. Since 2021, through previous land purchas-
es and the addition of Calicantro, SBC is now protecting 6,900
acres of land that is essential for bear survival.

Calicantro is surrounded by Indigenous-
owned community land and the Laquipampa
Wildlife Refuge. Together, this landscape
forms the most viable, intact habitat remain-
ing for endangered spectacled bears, the only
bear population inhabiting the equatorial dry
forest. Permanently safeguarding Calicantro
through land purchase ensures this habitat

is secured for the future. The equatorial dry
forest is one of the planet’s most threatened
and biodiverse ecosystems, with 90% already
lost to deforestation. Therefore, purchasing
Calicantro also preserves important global
bhiodiversity, making a significant impact for
countless plants and animals living in this
unique landscape.

Once land is purchased, SBC establishes a
visible and active presence there by adding
fencing and regular ranger patrols. Now that
Calicantro has been secured, SBC will further
enhance the habitat for bears and other wildlife
by planting trees, irrigating vegetation, and
building waterholes. In addition, working

closely with local villages to addressthe

growing threats of habitat loss, wildfire,
and wildlife conflict in the surrounding

community lands is the key next step for long-
term protection of the entire landscape. SBC
deploys a range of community empowerment
programs—from education, veterinary care,
wildfire prevention, and women’s empower-
ment—to help local communities coexist with
wildlife.

Private land purchase is a key conservation
action for SBC that leads to rapid and lasting
impact. Isabel and her cubs can now move
through a forest that stands permanently
protected, a connected landscape where
endangered bears have room to survive and
thrive. Every acre secured is a promise kept to
the wildlife and ecosystems that need this pro-
tection. Through WCN’s Shared Landscapes
Fund, supporters can be part of this conser-
vation legacy, protecting the wild places that
make stories like Isabel’s possible. m




WCN brings together
conservationists and
supporters to advance
solutions for wildlife and
people to coexist and thrive.
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Invest In Wildlife
Conservation

We greatly appreciate your dedication to
protecting wildlife. Your generous support is
what makes wildlife conservation possible.

WAYS TO GIVE

Donate online at wildnet.org/donate
Donate by mail, phone or fax

Become a monthly donor

Give a gift on behalf of someone else
Include WCN in your estate plans

Donate stock or other securities

Support WCN through your donor advised
fund using DAFpay online
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WCN has received 4 stars and a
Charity * 100% rating from Charity Navigator,
Navigator America’s leading independent

charity evaluator, making us one of

the top-ranked wildlife conservation
nonprofits in the world.
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209 Mississippi St., San Francisco, CA 94107, USA

Ph. (415) 202-6380

Wildlife Conservation Network
wildnet.org

If you prefer to receive the WCN newsletter in electronic
form, please let us know by calling 415-202-6380 or
emailing info@wildnet.org.
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